
Turtles Turtles have had a really suc-

cessful and productive half-term. We 
had a great time on our journey through 
the human body. From the nervous system to the 
respiratory system to the circulatory system, the Tur-
tles pulled out all the stops in our IPC. We learned 
about all the major systems within the human body 
and looked closely into healthy eating habits; discuss-
ing how important a healthy lifestyle truly is. Subse-
quently, we took our newly acquired knowledge and 
applied it to the international issue of poverty, food, 
and hunger. We researched the many causes of this 
issue and discussed possible ways that we, both as a 
global society and as an individual, can rectify the 
problem. In literacy we dove into the Gothic Fiction 
literature of Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. After read-
ing the story as a class, the Turtles wrote formal let-
ters to Dr. Frankenstein urging him to make the right 
decision when deciding how to treat the monster. In 
maths, we focused on geometry this half-term. We 
learned how to classify shapes, measure angles and 
reflect shapes across a grid. A very busy half-term to 
say the least...but a job well done by all!  
P.S. Next half-term’s topic: Rivers! Enjoy your break 
everyone! 
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Dolphins  
Dolphins have had a wonderful half term 
learning all about space. We have learnt 
what it is like to be an astronaut in space and even 
watched Tim Peake on his spacewalk! We re-
searched Buzz Aldrin, Mae Jemison and Yuri Gagarin 
and wrote some fantastic biographies. In class we 
enjoyed working in groups to create our own to scale 
models of the solar system which involved calculating 
with some very big numbers. We went to the Science 
museum to watch an incredible 3D film about how 
stars and galaxies are formed and conducted a scien-
tific experiment about how the craters were formed on 
the moon. In PSCHE we learnt about Martin Luther 
King and his goals and wrote some wonderful 
speeches explaining what changes we would like to 
see in the world. Dolphins had some inspiring and 
thoughtful ideas and I really enjoyed reading them. In 
maths we have continued to work hard and focused 
on shape and space, calculating area and perimeters 
of composite shapes. Another busy half term! Super 
work Dolphins!   
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Message from Mrs Richards 

It has been a fantastic half term with lots of highlights even if it has been a rather short one. STEM week was a huge success and I thoroughly enjoyed 

seeing the children’s efforts in trying to build the tallest tower from marshmallows and spaghetti. Very well done to our worthy winners the Tigers and the 

Hedgehogs for their excellent teamwork! Another highlight was ‘Breakfast at Shaftesburys’. This is the second time we have run this event and this year 

was as good as last year if not better - it was wonderful to see the hall ablaze with the colour of fruit and juices and alive with the chatter of parents, chil-

dren and staff. I hope we have inspired you with all the tasty options on offer. This half-term I have enjoyed watching the Dolphins, Owls, Badgers, Sharks 

and Hedgehogs sharing assemblies. It always strikes me how much the children enjoy presenting their hard work so it has been great to see so many parents 

able to attend. I would also like to thank all those who came to help at the KS1 and Reception disco last week. I’m sure you will agree, the event was a big 

success!  

 Looking forward, we are excited to be receiving some important guests next half-term from the Jersey Islands and from a little closer to home, 

L’Ecole de Battersea, who are coming specifically to see our bespoke bilingual curriculum. We will also once again be holding a parents’ meeting (being held 

whilst the children enjoy Film Night) to review the school’s vision and to share your ideas about how we can make our school even better. The date is yet to 

be decided but please look out for further details shortly after the half-term. 

 Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and your commitment to developing our school at this exciting time. I 

wish you a lovely half-term break. 



Sharks What an amazing start  

to 2016 Sharks class! Our IPC  
topic “Shake It” has certainly kept us all 
busy and engaged. We have really en-
joyed learning about different states of 
matter and investigating the different 
properties of solids, liquids and gases.  
We even created our own smoothies as 
part of a science experiment which was 
a great success!  In maths Sharks class 
have been really focused and have cer-
tainly deepened our understanding of 
fractions and decimals. In literacy we 
focused on editing and redrafting our 
writing to make improvements to our 
fairytale stories. We have also really 
enjoyed our “Billy the kid” project with 
Chelsea FC - reading the book by Mi-
chael Morpurgo, meeting the inspiring 
Paul Canoville who told us tales of his 
career playing for Chelsea FC and meet-
ing the book’s illustrator, the wonderful 
Michael Forman who did an amazing 
illustration for us. A big thank you to all 
the parents who came to our sharing 
assembly, Have a lovely half-term every-
body, I look forward to seeing you all 
after the holiday! Reminder:  Violin les-
sons will now be on Monday afternoons. 

Seals It’s been a positive half term  

in the Seals class with all  
children  working hard to achieve the 
goal they set themselves at the start of 
2016.  We’ve used well known tunes to 
learn our 3 and 4 times table facts and 
used these to create fact families, mul-
tiply larger numbers and solve word 
problems. In literacy we have worked 
on writing leaflets about milk. The chil-
dren used subheadings to organise the 
information and were encouraged to 
extend their sentences with more de-
tail. I am really impressed with the 
published leaflets where children took 
great pride in their presentation. Shake 
it has been a fun IPC topic we’ve made 
butter from cream, designed and made 
hand whisks and for our exit point 
made  milkshakes to share with Hedge-
hogs class. Mrs Richards has been 
working with us this half term helping 
us improve our knowledge of the British 
Isles and understanding of climate in 
different countries.   
Reminder: Seals sharing assembly  is 
Wednesday 9th March at 9.30 am. 
Violin lessons will be on a Monday 
afternoon. Have a lovely half term! 

Starfish We have had a wonderful  

term packed with lots of science  
and exploration! In Literacy we have 
created very informative leaflets about 
milk, where we used our researching 
skills to create notes and then published 
them in the form of a leaflet. In maths 
mastery we are on our way to mastering 
multiplying and dividing multiples of 10 
by 10,100 and 1000! Our topic this term 
has given us the opportunity to investi-
gate whether cream turns to butter, what 
happens to milk when shaken and which 
solids can be dissolved into milk. We 
have learnt how to predict, plan our 
method, record the results and we are 
beginning to create conclusions. We are 
looking forward to our Exit point, where 
will share our homemade milkshakes 
with Owls class. We had a great time 
during STEM week where we made our 
own hand whisks out of recyclable mate-
rials, each had different functions and 
designs. Starfish class are becoming 
courageous swimmers with each child 
trying their best to swim, with or without a 
float. Reminder: PE Thursdays Swim-
ming, Wednesdays. Have a wonderful 
half term break!  

Foxes What a busy start to 2016  

for the Foxes! We have really  
enjoyed our IPC topic ‘Super  
Humans’ this half term. Foxes started by 
amazing Mr Yorke with how much they 
knew already about the human body and 
completing some super research on differ-
ent parts of the body and how they work. In 
our afternoons in French, we then contin-
ued to explore our senses and the similari-
ties and differences between living things. 
Here, we started to build up our vocabulary 
and began to write sentences in French to 
describe ourselves and what we like and 
dislike. In Maths, we have been working 
really hard on multiplication and division, as 
well as looking at different strategies to 
quickly add and subtract. In Literacy, we 
have loved writing our letters asking for help 
when our Mr Fox went missing and, in 
STEM week, we also took a close look at 
the life of Louis Pasteur and wrote a report 
about how to stay healthy. We also had 
some fun doing an investigation into what 
affects the rate of decay in fruit. It was not a 
pretty sight after a week! Next half term we 
begin our topic ‘People of The Past’. Until 
then, bonne vacances! 

Owls We have had a  

wonderful Spring Term 1 and are  
looking forward to Spring Term 2.  
Our IPC topic ‘Super Humans’ has really 
helped the children to focus on the differ-
ent parts of the human body and has 
brought about a real understanding of 
healthy eating. We have explored different 
types of food and have learnt about the 
vitamins and nutrients we get from them. 
In Maths, we have been working really 
hard on multiplication and division, as well 
as looking at different strategies to quickly 
add and subtract. During STEM week 
Owls had the opportunity to work along-
side the Foxes class and have explored 
the life of Louis Pasteur and have written  
non-chronological reports about how to 
stay healthy. Have a fantastic half term 
break! 
Reminders: Owls class will continue P.E 
on Wednesdays and children are still ex-
pected to read everyday at home. 

Badgers 
Badgers have greatly                            

enjoyed their IPC topic                    

"What’s it Made of?" We linked our learn-

ing to the story of "The Three Little Pigs" 

and had a great time  learning the story 

in both English and in French with ac-

tions. A new addition to our timetable 

this term has been our weekly gymnas-

tics lessons; the children are making 

great progress in their balance and co-

ordination!  An obvious highlight of our 

half term was our class assembly. I was 

so proud of the children for learning all of 

their lines off by heart and performing   

independently with very little prompting. 

Very well done for all of your hard work 

Badgers, have a great half term break! 

Hedgehogs  
The Hedgehogs have had a  
wonderful start to the Spring  
Term. The children thoroughly  
enjoyed our IPC Topic ‘What is it Made 
of?” They have been learning about the 
properties of different materials and 
carrying out scientific experiments. 
They especially loved testing out the 
magnetism of different objects and 
discovering what happens when we 
add baking soda to vinegar. STEM 
Week was a huge success and the 
Hedgehogs class won the competition 
for the tallest marshmallow tower. Well 
done Hedgehogs! Thank you to the 
parents who were able to attend our 
class assembly, I was so proud of the 
children for working hard to share their 
learning with you all. I hope you all 
have a relaxing and happy half term 
break and I look forward to seeing you 
for another exciting term! 
                                               

Leopards This half term has  

flown by! We have had so much  
fun learning through our new  
topic, shopping, and  setting up so many 
different shops in our home corners! Last 
week we had a fantastic time going to 
the Northcote Road shops! We visited a  
delicious bakery where we watched pain 
au chocolat and croissants being made. 
In the afternoon we visited a cheese 
shop and the goats cheese was the clear 
favourite. We had a chance to practice 
our French with the shop keepers too!  In 
maths we have been learning to be con-
fident at counting and calculating within 
20 using bead strings, cubes and num-
ber lines. We are enjoying our music 
sessions and dance classes on Thursday 
and our outdoor PE on Friday too! We 
have been working really hard every day 
to get badges on our Learning Certifi-
cates to help us to Go For Our Goals and 
we have enjoyed starting our new Chal-
lenge Books, where we complete our 
daily  challenges.  Have a fantastic half 
term everyone! 

Tigers What a busy half term we  

have had!  We began our Shopping  
topic with a shopping detective hunt.  
We loved re-enacting  customer and shop 
owner roles in their home corner, each 
week experiencing a different shop. We 
have been practising our communication 
skills, our counting skills (to 20) and our 
writing skills whilst working in our home 
corner. We really enjoyed our trip to North-
cote Road to see real shops. We talked to 
the shop owners who explained how they 
ran their shops... they even gave us cakes 
and cheese to taste. Yummy! The Tigers 
enjoyed problem solving during STEM 
week. The Tigers won a Meccano set for 
building the tallest free standing marshmal-
low and spaghetti tower!  We learnt how to 
programme robots to travel along maps, 
especially of the local area. We also learnt 
all about Louis Pasteur and germs. We then 
investigated what happens when you do not 
wash your hands! Finally, we have just had 
the most fantastic scooter training. We can 
do lots of tricks and we also know how to 
show other pavement users respect when 
travelling! Phew! Have a lovely half term 
rest! 

Zebras We have had an amazing  

half term! We welcomed lots of  
new Zebras into our classroom in  
January, they have all settled extremely 
well into the class. Our topic on shopping 
has enabled us to explore different types 
of shops and shopping experiences within 
our role play shop. Our exit point, which 
took place last Saturday, was shopping-
related activities at our very own Farmers’ 
market. The children took part in a Farm-
ers’ Market hunt, wrote shopping lists and 
designed and made their very own shop-
ping bags which they then used to buy lots 
of delicious foods at the market. It was a 
great exit from our topic. During STEM 
week we learnt all about Louis Pasteur. 
We know that it is extremely important to 
wash germs off of our hands as germs 
make us sick! We have been practising 
hand washing as part of our cooking activ-
ity this week. We have also learnt a hand 
washing song which your child/children 
can sing to you. Have a great half-term 
holiday. I look forward to seeing you in 
Spring 2 when our topic will be ‘Patterns’.  
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To pay school dinner money online: 
   http://www.scopay.com/

shaftesburyparkprimary-wandsworth 
 
 

To buy uniform online: 
http://shaftesburypark.gooddies.co.uk/ 

Don’t forget! 

http://www.scopay.com/shaftesburyparkprimary-wandsworth
http://www.scopay.com/shaftesburyparkprimary-wandsworth

