
Turtles  
First of all,  I would like to give the 
Turtle’s class a pat on the back for all 
of the hard work that went into our sharing assem-
bly! We have had quite the busy term! Our IPC 
topic on River Systems taught us all about rivers 
and how they impact the communities around 
them. We learned about the purpose of dams and 
how their impacts and we looked at the parts of a 
river and the historical significance that rivers have 
had on past civilisations. We had a great time 
making our own river system models and throwing 
on our construction hats to build our very own 
Truss bridges. Furthermore, we explored the 
growing issue of water scarcity in developing 
countries and how important it is for these areas to 
gain access to clean drinking water.  In maths we 
brushed up on our multiplication and division skills 
and enjoyed (as always) working with our frac-
tions. Our literacy this half-term focused largely on 
drama as we studied and performed narrative 
poetry, Shakespeare and wrote our own screen-
plays. Yes! All this in just 5 weeks!  
Enjoy the much needed break Turtles and let’s 
carry our hard work onto the Summer Term! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few of the entries from our  

Easter modelling competition! 

@shaftesburypk 

Shaftesbury Park  

Primary-School  

Dolphins  
Dolphins have had a jam packed half 

term. Our going global IPC topic has 

opened our eyes to the world around us. We have 

learnt about imports and exports, written fantastic 

articles about sweatshops and took part in WE day 

at Wembley Arena with 12,000 other people! We 

enjoyed going into Turtles class and asking them to 

complete our questionnaires about brands of the 

world and the Free the  Children assembly we had 

helped us think about those less fortunate than 

ourselves. Dolphins have continued to work hard in 

Maths, in preparation for the SATS in a few weeks 

time. As well as lots of formal methods practice, 

we have been revising pie charts, long division and 

how to answer word problems. In Literacy we wrote 

some amazing poems based on the world around us 

which contained excellent similes, personification 

and rhyme. We have been working hard on our 

spelling, taking part in a daily spelling bee to help 

us remember those tricky words. Keep up the hard 

work Dolphins! 

www.shaftesburypark.wandsworth.sch.uk 

Message from Mrs Richards 
This half-term has been another short one, but I have once again been very impressed with how much hard work all of the classes have managed to fit in. This 

has been particularly evident in the recent sharing assemblies as well as in the results of the assessments that the children have now completed in English and 

Maths, results which will have been shared with you during our recent parents’ evenings.  

 Besides academic achievement, I have also been extremely proud of the initiative shown by some of our KS2 pupils who over the course of this half-

term have shown themselves to be the embodiment of the Vision and Mission of our school, truly global citizens, playing ‘a valuable role in their school, local 

community, and wider world’. From cake sales by the Sharks class to skipathons by the Turtles, not to mention the Dolphins’ participation in the WE campaign 

for social change, our older pupils have been living out what it means to be a Rights Respecting School, setting a fantastic example for the younger children. 

 Other highlights this half-term have included our wonderful book week, with its workshops with children’s author Dennis Bond and the P-Factor poetry 

assembly, and the debut of what I hope will be a longstanding partnership with Reed’s School in Cobham. This week, it has also been lovely to see so many chil-

dren making the effort to enter our Easter Modelling Competition. The creativity and intricacy of some of the designs is really something to behold. Well done 

to everyone who has entered, I look forward to handing out prizes and certificates on Thursday!  

 Looking forward to next term, please do read the dates for the diary to make sure you don’t miss any of the important meetings taking place next term. 

I would also like to draw your attention to the bank holiday on 2nd May and the staff inset day on 27th June when the school will be closed to pupils. May I take 

this opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable Easter break! I look forward to seeing you all after holidays, refreshed and ready for another exciting term! 



Sharks We have had a highly  
energetic and informative half term!  
As part of our ICP topic “Saving the World” 
we have learnt all about the Rainforest and 
its inhabitants. We wrote persuasive letters 
to the rest of the school explaining how 
they could help save this precious ecosys-
tem and even held a bake sale, raising over 
£50 which we will use to sponsor two 
whole acres! In science we learned about 
how plants make their own food using 
sunlight. In art we made some beautiful 
models of plants that live in the canopy and 
on the forest floor as well as some vibrant 
tribal masks! We all enjoyed a fantastic day 
at London Zoo where we became rainforest 
explorers, identifying plants and trees as 
well as spotting rainforest inhabitants such 
as monkeys, armadillos and even some 
snoozing sloths! In Maths we have been 
practising answering word problems and 
have successfully managed to add and 
subtract using the column method. Well 
done Sharks! 

Seals  
It has been another busy and fun  
half term in the Seals class. We learnt  
and performed  the poem ‘Scaly Skin’ with 
the Starfish class in Book Week. The fol-
lowing week the children did an amazing 
job in their sharing assembly which was 
filled with singing, drama and story tell-
ing.  In maths we have also been master-
ing the art of telling the time and are able 
to use timelines to calculate the length of 
a film or journey. We have really enjoyed 
reading and completing work based on 
How to Train your Dragon and we are 
looking forward to discovering how Hic-
cup will get Toothless to do what he 
wants him to! As part of the Material 
World topic we have used Venn diagrams 
to sort materials and Mrs Richards has 
been focusing on the production of 
leather around the world. This week we 
have started to focus on random acts of 
kindness to each other which is helping us 
all to feel good about ourselves.    

Starfish  
Starfish Class have had a great  

half term. Our IPC topic Material World 

transformed us into construction engi-

neers, they took their time to construct 

a replica of our school building. The chil-

dren did a brilliant job as they’ve re-

ceived many compliments on how realistic 

the models look. Starfish have had great 

fun in testing to see which materials are 

the strongest, through planning their own 

experiments and recording the results. 

The children have drawn up great conclu-

sion based on their findings. Literacy has 

been a whirlwind adventure into how to 

train a dragon. Starfish have written 

newspaper articles and poems based on 

dragons, which the children have excelled 

at. Starfish have been learning to tell the 

time, which has proven to be quite tricky. 

I think they have the hang of it now, so 

please test your child to see how well 

they have done. Well done Starfish, have 

a wonderful Easter Break. 

Foxes 

Another half term flies by and 

this one has been a particularly busy one! 

We started our topic ‘Le voyage dans le 

Passé’ with some fantastic family trees, 

which are proudly on display in the class-

room. We then began our journey into the 

past by reading the ’Diary of a Time Travel-

ler’, with visits to the Mayans of Mexico and 

a trip into ancient China. We researched the 

Mayans; painted some scenes inspired by 

their environment and then wrote diaries 

imagining we had visited. We were also very 

lucky to have a visit by Xinyi’s mum to talk 

to us a little bit more about China and in 

particular the amazing calligraphy! In Book 

Week the Foxes also learnt and performed a 

rap version of a Michael Rosen poem, which 

we will have to share later in the year! In 

Maths we have been studying money and the 

tricky fractions but so far the children have 

done brilliantly. In French, we have contin-

ued to learn our French phonics and children 

are now learning how to read key words in 

French. Well done Foxes, make sure you 

have a rest over the Easter holidays! 

Owls 
We’ve reached the end of another  

term and I can happily say that it’s been 

a really good one. Well done to all Owls 

children who have put an excellent ef-

fort into this term and have made good 

progress. We have been learning about 

‘People of the Past’ and have explored 

Mr Yorke’s family Time Line. The chil-

dren thoroughly enjoyed this.  In Nu-

meracy, Owls have learnt about money 

and have learnt about different values 

of coins and notes. They have also learnt  

 to solve many problems involving money.  

We have been learning to recognise, 

find, name and write unit fractions of 

quantity.  Our topic next term will be 

‘Earth Our Home’. We will be looking at 

stories, animals and songs. This will be 

also linked through an African theme. 

I wish everyone a fabulous Easter Holi-

day. PE– Wednesdays. P.S Don’t forget 

to read with your child as often as you 

can! Thanks for your continual support.  

Badgers 

Well done Badgers for  
working so hard this  
term! Not only did we complete non-
fiction writing tasks for our Water 
World topic, we also reflected on our 
past experiences in order to develop 
our historical investigation skills. We 
explored the causes and effects of the 
events in our lives and I was really 
impressed by the level of sensitivity 
demonstrated by the children. In 
Maths Mastery, the children have 
completed a wide range of time-telling 
activities in both English and French, as 
well as consolidating their counting 
and calculation skills up to 40. In  
computing we had a brilliant time 
learning how to use programming apps 
on the iPad. Have a great Easter 
break and I'll see you in the Summer 
Term!  

Hedgehogs Well done to the  
Hedgehogs for all the hard work  
this term!  We have enjoyed  
learning about the importance of water 
and the many ways we use it. We have 
also really enjoyed travelling back in time 
in our ‘Time Travellers’ topic. We learnt 
about the past and focused on how 
schools have changed over time. The 
Hedgehogs went on a tour of the school 
and used their investigation skills to iden-
tify some of the original Victorian fea-
tures! They also enjoyed interviewing 
members of staff to find out about Shaft-
esbury Park in the past. The children have 
been working extremely hard in their 
home learning and I have been especially 
proud of how well they have been per-
forming in their spelling tests. In Maths 
Mastery we have carried out a wide range 
of activities involving ‘Time’ and are now 
learning to work with numbers up to 40.  I 
hope you all have a fantastic break and I 
look forward to seeing you in the Summer 
Term!                                              

Leopards  

This half term has flown by  

for the Leopard class. We  

have been very busy learning all  

about patterns and we particularly 

enjoyed sharing Elmer the elephant 

books both in English and French. We 

have learnt the names of jungle ani-

mals in French and English and looked 

at the different patterns on their 

skin. We have created our own pat-

terns in lots of different ways, includ-

ing decorating our papier mache eggs 

at the end of this half term. In maths 

we have been learning about the prop-

erties of 2D and 3D shapes, number 

bonds to 5, and adding two groups 

together by counting on. In literacy we 

have written descriptions of jungle 

animals and our own elephant poems. 

We are looking forward to seeing you 

at our sharing assembly on Wednesday 

the 20th at  9.30am. Have a fantastic 

break! 

Tigers 
This term has flown by! The Tigers  

have enjoyed making patterns in lots of 

different ways. We began our topic with 

a celebration of pattern on our snazzy 

clothes. We have been printing patterns, 

finding patterns in animal print and mak-

ing patterns with 2D and 3D shapes. We 

can describe shape really well! We read 

lots of stories and especially enjoyed 

Elmer the Elephant, Mum and Dad make 

me Laugh and Handa’s Hen. We are con-

tinuing to improve our writing by using 

our letters and sounds. We have written 

beautiful poems and secret creature 

clues! Look out for our invitations to our 

Sharing Assembly on the first Wednes-

day back after the holidays! We have 

been busy practising our tricky words to 

help us become fluent readers. Make sure 

you practise reading with the Tigers 

every day during the holidays! We will be 

thinking about all sorts of changes next 

term. Have a Happy Easter!  

Zebras   
Wow! Time flies extremely  

quickly when you are as busy  

as the Zebras! We have had a fantastic 

half term learning all about patterns. 

We launched our topic with a ‘pattern 

day’ where we all wore clothes with lots 

of different patterns. We enjoyed 

learning all about our favourite patch-

work elephant Elmer and produced lots 

of amazing creative art work involving 

patterns. The Zebras are working very 

hard practising writing their names and 

using letters/sounds within their writ-

ing. We have learnt number rhymes to 

help us remember how to form our num-

bers. It was lovely to meet up with all 

our parents/carers during parents eve-

nings to share our achievements. We are 

busy designing and decorating eggs to 

roll as part of our Easter celebrations 

and pattern exit point. Our topic for 

next half term is changes where we will 

be looking at plants and animals. Happy 

Easter! 
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