Message from Mrs Richards
We have completed the first half of the Autumn Term and I have been very impressed with how well our children have settled into the new
academic year. I have had the privilege of visiting all the classes to talk to pupils, see their work and observe their behaviour and attitude
to learning and there has been much to be proud of.
Highlights of this half-term have included our Harvest Celebration at the Ascension Church, visits from artists, musicians and journalists who have inspired the children to create some excellent pieces of work and our very successful Macmillan Coffee Morning which
raised £278.97. I particularly enjoyed the school’s first Eid-ul-Adha Sharing Celebration which took place in September; it was wonderful
to see the whole school community joining together in a spirit of sharing and the food donated by our families was absolutely delicious! I
have been impressed with the increasing amount of parental involvement in the life of the school. I was encouraged by the number of candidates in the parent governor election, the number of people who took the time to vote in the subsequent election and the high turn out
for the Film Night/Parent Meeting last week. It was a very successful evening and underlined the message that Parents really do play an
important part in school improvement. Mr James Cousins, our Chair of Governors will be reporting back on the evening after half term.
Looking forward, next half-term we will be holding our very first Enterprise Week. Each class will be engaging with their enterprise
topic to complete a project, for example Year 2 will be designing part of Battersea Power Station and Year 6 will be publishing a newspaper. We will be holding an open morning on Wednesday 2nd November to launch our ‘Enterprise initiative’ and to provide parents with the
opportunity of visiting their child’s class to see this work in action. We also look forward to the KS2 Funky Hat Disco on Friday 11th November, the Winter Fete taking place on Wednesday 7th December as well as our special Christmas performance at the Ascension Church on
Thursday 15th December. Please do read the dates for the diary to make sure you don’t miss any of the other important events taking place
next term, such as the Autumn term parents’ evenings to discuss your child’s progress.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all an enjoyable half-term holiday! I look forward to seeing you all after holidays, refreshed
and ready for another exciting half-term!

Just a few highlights...

Zebras

Don’t forget

To pay school dinner money online:
http://www.scopay.com/shaftesburyparkprimary-wandsworth
To buy uniform online:
http://shaftesburypark.gooddies.co.uk/

Wow! What a
fantastic start to the
year. We have welcomed lots
of new children and of course
welcomed back some children
from last year. We are all very
happy to come into nursery
and are extremely busy learning whilst making new friends.
We have devised our class
charter, decorated our own
picture frames to put our favourite work into. We have
performed in the Harvest Festival which was amazing. We are
all looking forward to our half
term holiday so we are ready
for the next term ahead.
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We warmly welcome all
our new Terrific Tigers!
The children have settled in
well and happily come to school in
the mornings. The Tigers have been
busy making friends and learning all
about life in Reception. We have
created our Class Charter and we
understand how respecting our
Rights helps us to enjoy learning
happily. We have been searching for
and making patterns and investigating 1 and 2. The Tigers have been
learning about lots of Letters and
Sounds and how to spot them in
words. We have enjoyed sharing
ideas about our IPC project for this
term, ‘Family and Friends.’ Did you
enjoy our amazing Harvest dance?
Thank you to all the families that
came to support us. Well done Tigers! Remember to read every day
and sign your log book! Have a fantastic holiday Tigers.

We have had a fantastic
first half term as
Leopards. We have
been making lots of new
friends and getting used to our
new classroom and school. We
have been learning all about each
others friends and families and
talking about what makes us special. We are really enjoying
learning French at school and
there are lots of new songs that
we can sing for you! We were
very proud of our performance at
Harvest Festival, where we sung
'Monsieur Arc-en-ciel'. We are
looking forward to having a
lovely break and coming back for
next half term to do lots more
learning together!

The Hedgehogs have
made an amazing start
to Year 1. They spent
the first couple of weeks getting used to the new routine.
In Literacy we have been
writing about ourselves and
our family. We even did
Book Reviews! We have
been growing our phonics
brains everyday and continuing our Maths Mastery journey with the part-part-whole
model. There is so much
learning to do and we
have done incredibly well so
far. We have even learnt
some French songs! Have a
wonderful break.

Badgers have had a great
start to the year
and have settled
extremely well into life in Year 1.
We have had a very busy term, including making artwork on the computer, visiting the library, dancing,
singing and painting cabbages for the
Harvest Festival! We have enjoyed
our topic ‘Who Am I?’ and have
been talking about our families, our
homes and our local area. The children have been using French to describe their physical appearance and
talk about feelings. We have been
writing stories about our class animals, which we are publishing in a
special book that visitors can read in
our class library! In Maths, we have
been learning about addition and
subtraction facts within 10.
Passez de très bonnes vacances et à
bientôt!

Owls have been working very
hard and have made a very
good start to the new academic
year. We have been learning about
Roald Dahl’s life and have written
character descriptions of the gruesome Mrs Pratchett and Thawaites’
Horrible Sweet stories. We have
explored adventurous language and
have also learnt how to use them
correctly. In Numeracy we are
continuing with the ‘Maths Mastery’ scheme of work. Owls have
investigated the operations of addition and subtraction in depth and
have used various counting aids to
reinforce their understandings. Owls
have performed an amazing dance
for Harvest Festival. I am so proud
of them all! We are looking forward
to our new IPC topic ’Earths our
Home’.
Have a great half term break!

What a fantastic start to
the year it has been in Foxes!
The children have settled in very well
to life and the demands of Year 2 and it
certainly has been busy! We launched
our IPC topic ‘Voyage dans le Passé’
by sharing some of the outstanding
family trees that the children had created over the summer holidays. We
then explored the different periods in
time in French and stopped off at certain points in history, including having
a vote for women’s rights with Emmeline Pankhurst. In Literacy, we have
explored the wonderful World of Roald
Dahl to coincide with his own 100 year
anniversary. In Maths, we have been
working lots on place value and knowing our number bonds to help us solve
equations within 100. In the afternoons,
we have also began our French phonics
program and introduced a little bit of
French grammar to the Foxes. As you
can see it certainly has been a busy one
so rest well and bonnes vacances!

The Penguins have made a
fantastic start to Year Three!
Our IPC topic of Temples,
Tombs and Treasures got off to
an excellent start with the children
bringing in the amazing projects
that they had completed during the
holidays and I was extremely impressed by the high standard of
their work, félicitations! Our Literacy work has linked strongly to our
IPC topic whilst our Maths Mastery units have focussed on consolidating the children's understanding
of number and place value. I have
been very impressed as the children
have continued to develop their
independent reading skills in
French and we thoroughly enjoyed
learning our poem for the Harvest
Festival performance. Many congratulations, Penguins. Have a great
break and let's keep up the good

Starfish have really settled
into year 3. We have made
a great start to our IPC topic
about the ancient Egyptians, the
children have collected many
facts and have created nonchronological texts using the
information found. We are
looking forward to our trip to the
British Museum next term! In
maths Starfish have got to grips
with exploring number, we can
round to the nearest ten and one
hundred, partition and solve
problems. We are preparing our
‘Making Changes’ health
campaigns as part of our
Enabling Enterprise work and
look forward to a visit from a
practising dentist. Have a
wonderful half term!

Seals class has had a great
start to the school year
with a fantastic first half-term.
We have really enjoyed learning
all about our topic: Scavengers
and Settlers. The Seals class
dove into the novel, Ug, and we
really loved it! In fact, we loved
it so much that the class has
chosen to write, edit, redraft and
publish our own narrative story
of the Ug novel. In Maths, we
have focused on working confidently with place value, rounding numbers to the nearest 10,
100 and 10,000 and honing our
addition and subtraction skills
through reasoning and investigation-based activities.
Thank you all for a fantastic first
term! Great work Seals!

Sharks have had an
excellent half term and
been very focused on
their learning. They can confidently round four digit numbers
to the nearest 10,100 and 100 and
have impressed me with their use
of column addition and subtraction. We have read Ug the story
of a stone age boy genius and the
children have worked really hard
to write their own version of the
story and tried to include inverted
commas to show speech. The
highlight of the half term was our
trip to the BBC World Service as
part of our Enabling Enterprise
work. The class did themselves
proud as they worked in groups
to select the right candidates for
different jobs. Well done Sharks!

Turtles have had a flying
start to the new academic
year. We have focused on developing a growth mindset in all that
we do (we can learn anything!).
In Topic, we have learnt how one
of the empires of ancient times,
the Mayans, rose to greatness and
fell into mystery. Alongside our
history studies, we have been
writing a historical narrative
based in one of the ancient Mayan
cities. In maths, we have focused
on deepening our learning of
number and applied this knowledge and understating to addition
and subtraction problems. Alongside this, we have deciphered the
Mayan number system and created mazes and robots during our
mathematical investigations.

Dolphins have made a
Fantastic start to year 6!
We have loved reading Holes in
class and have drafted, edited and
published some excellent character and setting descriptions. As
part of our IPC work we have
been learning about the Ancient
Greeks, thinking about the lifestyle of Athenians and Spartans
as well as investigating the Persian war. We researched Alexander the Great and discovered
many interesting facts about him.
In maths we have focused on our
number skills, learning about the
links between fractions, decimals
and percentages. We have been
preparing to write our own newspaper as part of our Enabling
Enterprise work. Great work!
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Dates for the Diary - Autumn 2

Monday 31 October

Children return to school

-

Monday 31st - 4th November

Enterprise week

-

Tuesday 1st November

FoSP meeting
9.00am-10.30am

Parents welcome

Wednesday 2nd November

Enterprise Open Morning for parents

Parents welcome

Thursday 10th November

Coffee morning at 9am
Focus: Supporting each other

Parents welcome

Friday 11th November

KS2 Funky Hats Disco 7.00-8.30pm

Penguins, Starfish, Seals,
Sharks, Turtles, Dolphins

Monday 14th - 18th November

Anti bullying week: Theme: ‘Power for Good’

-

Tuesday 22nd November

FoSP meeting
7.00pm-8.30pm

Parents welcome

Wednesday 23rd November

Reception class 2017 open morning 1
(meeting and tour of the school)

Prospective parents

Tuesday 29th November

Autumn term Parents evening 1

Wednesday 30th November

Reception class 2017 open morning 2
(meeting and tour of the school)

Please book an appointment with your child’s
class teacher
Prospective parents

Tuesday 6th December

Autumn term Parents evening 2

Wednesday 7th December

Nursery class 2017 open morning
(meeting and tour of the school)

Wednesday 7th December

Winter fete at 3.30pm

Everybody welcome!

Tuesday 13th December

Autumn term Parent evening 3

Wednesday 14th December

Children’s Christmas lunch

Please book an appointment with your child’s
class teacher
-

Thursday 15th December

KS1/2 Christmas performance at the Ascension Church - 2pm

Parents welcome

Friday 16th December

FS Nativity for parents (in school)
9.30am

Parents welcome

Monday 19th December

FS Nativity for parents (in school)
2pm

Parents welcome

Tuesday 20th December

Christmas parties and Santa in the afternoon

-

Wednesday 21st December

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day

-

Last day of term - 2pm

finish

Please book an appointment with your child’s
class teacher
Prospective parents

