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Garden Special Edition,

the first Shaftesbury Update of 2017!
Over the last week, work has finally commenced on our long awaited school garden
and our builders, Craig and Dan, have been working very hard in all weathers
(including snow) to create a beautiful green area for the children to use and enjoy.
This is the culmination of a long project that began with the Turtles growing seeds
from space and which has seen the school as a whole working steadily through the
different levels of RHS award for school gardening.
As a school we have chosen to create a School garden in response to repeated
requests from pupils but also because of the benefits having a garden can confer on
those making use of it:


Gardening has been proven through research to improve physical and mental
well-being



It helps build life skills such as confidence, teamwork and communication.



Gardening and the growing of fruit and vegetables encourages a better and
healthier lifestyle



It teaches about the environment and sustainability



Gardening helps young people to engage with their surroundings better and
develop a sense of responsibility

The extent of our green space
and gardening efforts prior to
the start of this project!

February

Almost 12 months ago, we were all very

excited to discover that we had been chosen to take part in
Rocket Science, an innovative science experiment looking
at the viability of seeds that had been in
space.
Turtles class worked really hard, to
nurture the seeds and carefully record
their growth to provide excellent data to
the European Space Agency to help with
investigations into how humans might
survive long-term in space and how to grow
food in difficult climates.
Announcement of our enrolment in the RHS Campaign for School Gardening and of
our intention to create a school garden.

March

Installation of a new block planter in our Foundation stage playground.

May

Look at what
we grew!

Our gold medalwinning garden!

June In the
Summer term, Shaftesbury Park took part in the RHS
Budding Gardeners competition at RHS Wisley. Thanks
to the innovative design of our Year 5 & 6 children, our
school walked away with the gold medal prize, beating
many other teams of both children and adults!

October

Delivery of garden equipment including a new trough

November

The School Council (comprising of two children from each class

from Years 1-6) votes to raise with Mrs Richards the idea of providing an outdoor
area suitable for reading.

Understandably, a project of this size has aroused a lot of interest
amongst pupils and parents alike. Here are what a soundbites from
the playground and the answers to a few of the most frequently
asked questions:
This week we’ve been asking the children...

“What do you think about the new garden?”
Here are a few of our favourite replies:
Ithink it will be good
because we can grow our
own fruit and eat it and it
will make the playground
smell nice
Adam
I think it will be really
nice. I think the little
kids will really enjoy it.
Ismael

I think we should grow
some nice flowers,
maybe roses.
Demi W
I want to grow tomatoes and
strawberries, oh and carrots. I think
it is really exciting!
Amelia L
It will be nice to have
some colour as the
playground is very
grey.
James C

I think it will be really
good to have someplace
quiet to read outside.
Oliver

Right of the Month - Article 13
Every child must be free to say what they think and to seek and receive all kinds of information.

The garden seems quite big, will this be a problem for playtimes?

The garden is quite big but it is in an area of the playground that is used for quiet
activities and reading. Although our school is now quite large, due to playtime
staggering there are never more than four classes outside at a time so there will
still be plenty of room for everybody.

I’m worried about the corners, will they be sanded down?

All of the corners will be rounded off once the build is complete. We will also be
sanding down the sides to avoid anyone getting splinters.

Who will be looking after the garden?

We will have a whole host of people involved in taking care of the garden; the
children will be doing various projects in the new garden and we will be having a
gardening club. We are, however, keen to hear from anyone who would like to help.

The garden so far...

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday (before it started snowing)

Events coming soon...
Don’t forget about our
Pyjama Days for Book Week:
Donate £1 in aid of outdoor reading area to
wear your PJs to School!
Dolphins, Turtles, Sharks, Starfish, Penguins,
Owls, Foxes, Hedgehogs and Badgers - Tuesday
Tigers, Leopards and Zebras - Wednesday

Coming
Soon!

Check out the Rights of the Month highlighted in blue
FoSP are looking for a volunteer to coordinate the KS1 evening event on
Friday 3rd February. If you are interested please contact Catherine

(fosp_shaftesburyparkprimary@outlook.com) or speak to the School
Office.

Date

Dates for the Diary
Event

Who is involved?

Monday 16th -20th
January

Book Week

-

Thursday 26th January

Breakfast at Shaftesbury 8 .15-8.45

Everybody welcome!

Monday 30th January

Sports for Schools Day

-

Thursday 2nd February

Coffee morning at 9am
Focus: Introduction to mindfulness

Parents welcome

Friday 3rd February

KS1 Evening Event

Badgers, Hedgehogs,
Foxes, Owls classes

Details to follow next week
Tuesday 7th February

FoSP meeting 7.00pm-8.30pm

Parents welcome

Friday 10th February

Last day of Spring 1

-

Half-Term
Monday 13th February—Friday 17th February

