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This week has been an extremely busy one with eight sharing assemblies, a visit
from top children’s author Chris Powling, the KS2 outing to the Remembrance
Service at Battersea Park War Memorial, a FoSP meeting, a Shaftesbury Ward
council meeting held in the school, not to mention the KS2 disco on Friday 13th
November!

IPC Assemblies
Many thanks to all those parents who came to the first of our
IPC assemblies. As I am sure you will agree, the children have
all been working very hard this academic year so it was lovely
for them to be able to share some of this hard work with you.

Many thanks to
Rui Xiang for
the beautiful
photos

A visit from Chris Powling
Last Thursday, we all enjoyed a
visit from top children’s author
Chris Powling, who came to reveal
to us the 4 secrets of being a
great writer.
All the children really enjoyed
listening to him speak and came
away truly inspired to do some
creative writing of their own. We
look forward to reading some of
it very soon!
Chris has written 96 books!

Secret number 1
Everyone can do it
Secret number 2
There are ideas
everywhere
Secret number 3
Always carry around a
notebook and pencil
Secret number 4
Let your ideas come
alive in your head

Remembrance Day
On Wednesday 11th November, children from Starfish, Seals, Sharks, Turtles and
Dolphins represented Shaftesbury Park at a Remembrance Day Service at the
Battersea Park War Memorial.
The children were very interested to see the representatives of the current
Armed and Civil Services who attended, as well as the veterans of past conflicts,
and were extremely respectful throughout the service.
In speaking with the children, it is clear that many of them also found the
experience to be extremely moving.
I found it really emotional because it reminded me of my nanny who was in London
during the blitz. My mum had told me all about her and how she was nearly killed
by a bomb. I think it is important to remember because the people who died were
someone’s family. It makes me think about what I would feel like if my Mum had
been caught up in it. I thought it was really good to see children showing other
children the booklets and asking adults questions about what they were looking at.
We should be interested in our and their past.
Macy, Turtles Class
Ikram was chosen to lay a wreath on behalf of the school. Individual crosses were
laid by Kaceria, Amber, Jahaani & Tyra M.

But why do we wear red poppies today as a symbol of remembrance?
Flanders in Belgium saw some of the most concentrated and destructive fighting of the
First World War. Buildings and roads were destroyed and natural life (plants, trees etc)
simply ceased to exist. Repeated bombing turned the whole area into a sea of mud that
men lived and died in.
In this place of death, the only thing that grew was the poppy.
Growing out of the ground where so many had died, the poppy became a popular
symbol for soldiers who had died for our country. The fact that it grew where nothing
else would meant the poppy also came to symbolise renewal and of hope for a future
without war.
An American teacher, Miss Moina Michael, came up with the idea of wearing a poppy in
remembrance of those who died after reading Colonel John McCrae’s poem ‘In Flanders
Fields’. After wearing one herself and encouraging her friends and acquaintances to do
the same, the first poppies were sold in 1918 to raise money to look after war
veterans.

In Flanders Fields
By John McCrae, May 1915
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

We Shall Keep the Faith
By Moina Michael, November 1918
Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the
dead
In Flanders Fields.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honor of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

Article 38 - You have the right to protection and freedom from war.

As Monday 16th November is the International Day for Tolerance,
it is very apt that next week we will be holding our annual AntiBullying Week.
To mark this, children from Reception to Year 6 will be taking
part in workshops. We look forward to telling you all about this next week.
Article 19
Every child has the right to be protected from all forms of violence, abuse and neglect.
In the meantime, we have been busy planning for World Toilet Day on Thursday 19th
November.
In July 2010, access to proper sanitation (i.e. toilets) was finally officially recognised
as a human right, however...
DID YOU KNOW THAT HALF OF HUMANITY STILL LIVES IN MEDIEVAL CONDITIONS,
WITH NO CLEAN, SAFE OR PRIVATE PLACE TO GO TO THE TOILET?
Having somewhere to go to the toilet might not seem that important but it is
absolutely essential and here are a few reasons why:


A lack of toilets means infectious diseases like cholera, typhoid, hepatitis, polio,
cryptosporidiosis, and ascariasis spread really easily. Poor sanitation also
contributes to the spread of epidemics like Ebola.



Even diarrhoea can be deadly in places with poor sanitation, killing one child
every 20 seconds (that’s more that 4,000 children every day - more deaths than
AIDS, malaria and measles combined).



That’s not the only way a lack of toilets can harm or even kill. Many people are
attacked when they are at their most vulnerable – whilst going to the toilet in
the open.



Having no toilets also affects children’s access to education. 443 million school
days are lost every year due to problems with sanitation and/or water. A lack of
toilet facilities means that many girls can’t go to school at all!

How would you like having to go to the loo outside in all weathers?
At the current rate of progress, it will take until 2049 for everyone in the world to have
access to a toilet.
Here at Shaftesbury Park, we think that is just not good enough so we have decided to
do our bit to help children in Sierra Leon by raising funds for a toilet block to be built
in a school there.

Article 24
Every child has the right to the best possible
health with access to clean water and
nutritious food.

France

Monday 13th June –
Friday 17th June 2016
After a trip to Hong Kong over
the holidays, I spent last
weekend in Étaples, France,
visiting the accommodation for
the Years 5 and 6 trip taking
place next June.
Whilst there, I met with Mme Florence
Hubert, the centre manager, and toured
the site. I was impressed with the
cleanliness
and
safety
of
the
accommodation and think that the
children will have an excellent stay there.

As I was lucky enough to be in Étaples during the annual
Herring King Festival (Hareng Roi), I got the chance to
learn a little more about this quiet, picturesque French
town, and especially it’s fishing industry. I really
enjoyed sampling local herring, smoked by the
fishermen themselves, and watching traditional live
music performances.
Those going on the trip next year are sure to have an
excellent time, Étaples is the perfect location for
the children of Shaftesbury Park to really
experience what day-to-day life is like
in
France.

We still have places
available on this trip.
Please see the School
Office for details!

Shoot to the Moon winners!
Foundation Stage:
Zebras: Soul & Bassma
Tigers: Dean & Dylan J-K
Leopards: Ahalia & Sofia

Key Stage 1:
Badgers: James Q & Krishna
Hedgehogs: Victoria & Alfie D
Owls: Semih & Archie
Foxes: Jaliyah & Adam

Key Stage 2:
Starfish: Omurtag & Shiqi
Seals: Alana &Joshua
Sharks: Frankie & Kornelia
Turtles: Charlie & Katie
Dolphins: Renee & Hasham

The best attendance and punctuality for last week!
Our Foundation Stage winning class

Our Key Stage 1 winning class

Our Key Stage 2 winning class

Tigers

Badgers

Starfish

The South Ken Kids Festival returns this autumn for a week filled to the
brim with live workshops, drawing events, talks and films!
From the 16th to the 22nd of November our favourite children’s authors
and illustrators from both side of the Channel will be joining us to take
over the Institut Français:
Beatrice Alemagna, Sarah Ardizzone, Bernardo Atxaga, Barroux, Alex Barrow &
Gabby Dawnay, Stephanie Blake, Françoize Boucher, Joseph Coelho, C.J.
Daugherty, Bruno Heitz, Emily Hughes, Magali Le Huche, Marjolaine Leray, Bridget
Marzo, Marie-Aude Murail, Delphine Perret, Claude Ponti, Michael Rosen, Carina
Rozenfeld, Tony Ross, Axel Scheffler, Sam Usher, Michel Van Zeveren and of
course the festival’s beloved patron Quentin Blake!

Visit http://southkenkidsfestival.co.uk/ to see this year’s full line up
and the events you could participate in!

