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This week we have all been very busy doing lots of exciting things for
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics week!
Over now to the classes themselves for more on what they have been doing
this week...

Dolphins and Turtles
Dolphins and turtles have been very busy this
STEM week. We have worked together to make
vortex cannons and tested these using a smoke
machine (we posted the photos of this on twitter
- @shaftesburypk). Then we also became
teachers for the day, working with the Owls,
Leopards and Tigers on money maths. The
Turtles really enjoyed exploring the properties of
ice with the Leopards, look at what we made...

Sharks and Hedgehogs
Sharks and Hedgehogs have had a fantastic week! We have been working together every day on a science
investigation. Our challenge: To drop an egg from a first floor window without it cracking! We got into mixed
teams and planned how to make a parachute for our egg. We designed, predicted, wrote-up methods and
gathered materials. Our 'making' session was so much fun, but the day of 'testing' was the best! We found that
most eggs did crack apart from one - team 'Cannon Balls' were the winners! We discovered that they achieved
this result by using an entire bag as the parachute. Thank you to the parents who came to watch!

Starfish
During STEM week Starfish class have been
investigating forces. We helped Badgers
investigate magnetism and wrote a report on
our findings. We also experimented with friction
and identified the amount of friction various
objects around the classroom have. This
afternoon, in numeracy, we have been using
Smarties to explore fractions. The children had
been really looking forward to this all week and
really enjoyed it!

Badgers
Badgers have been doing lots of practical
activities to help them to learn their 2, 5
and 10 times tables. We applied our
problem solving skills to questions about
passengers on a five-carriage train and
buying 10p bananas! We also worked with
Starfish to develop our understanding of
magnetism. We used a range of magnets
and different materials. We had a great
time working with the older children!

Foxes
This week the Foxes have been taking a closer
look at money and investigating all the different
ways of finding amounts of money; running our
own shops and finding change. In Literacy we
have taken our topic of 'Super Humans' and
discovered all about our body and how it can
stay healthy. We looked at balancing our diets,
wrote a poem about the importance of water and
even had a little practical exercise to keep us fit
and get our hearts beating! We had a great time
on Wednesday afternoon too when we worked
with the Zebras. We helped each other discover
more about our bodies, through measuring with
a variety of equipment. We investigated if Mr
Yorke's idea that your arm span is the same as
you height is correct...What a great week!

Owls
We have been very busy during STEM week, looking at our theme for this
term ‘Super Humans’. We started the week with a ‘senses walk’, where we
used all five senses. Then we used our senses to investigate healthy fruits.
We looked at what foods we should eat more and less of and drew food
pyramids. We also looked at the importance of water and wrote poems. We
really enjoyed working with the KS2 children on our money maths!

Leopards
This week we have been learning about
maths and science during STEM week with
year 5. They have visited our class twice,
once to do an experiment freezing objects in
ice and once to learn about paying with
pennies. We had lots of fun!
We also made collections with the children
and practiced sorting by shape, colour and
size. We really enjoyed STEM week!

Tigers
The Tigers have been amazing scientists and
mathematicians! At the beginning of the week Turtles
class brought an ice experiment to our class to
investigate. The Tigers had to think about how to get
objects out of frozen blocks of ice. We found out
whether ice floats or not and then we set up our own
ice experiments. The Turtles returned later in the
week to solve problems using money. The Tigers
were able to match the right number of pennies to
each coin up to 50p. That was careful counting
indeed! We were shown how to exchange items for
the correct price using the correct amount of pennies
in our restaurant role play. We have had a brilliant
time!

Zebras
Zebras have been investigating changes this
week. We looked at the ice we found in the
playground and observed it melting because
our hands were hot! We also made
playdough, we observed the ingredients and
then watched and discussed how it had
changed when we had made the playdough.
We then cooked some of our playdough
cakes to observe and discuss changes as
well as freezing some. The children were
very excited that the frozen playdough
defrosted and we were able to use it as
playdough again!
With the Foxes we investigated measuring
with both standard and non-standard units of
measure.

We also had a really lovely time today with a fantastically interactive assembly. We
loved dressing up as our favourite scientists, inventors and mathematical problems!

Well done everybody for your fantastic efforts!

KS1 curriculum evening
We will be holding a curriculum evening for all parents of children in Badgers, Hedgehogs, Owls and
Foxes on Monday 2nd February from 6:30 to 8:00pm (This session will be repeated on Tuesday 3rd
February from 9:00 to 10:30am).
The aim of these sessions is to inform you of the expectations for attainment in English and
mathematics of children at the end of Year 1, and at the end of Year 2. We will do this by sharing
examples of children’s work at and above age related expectations for each year group, and by
explaining the key skills and concepts that demonstrate attainment. There will also be an opportunity to
see examples of the new grammar tests due to be introduced in 2016 for Year 2’s.
Please note this is a meeting for parents only. We hope to see as many of you there as possible.

Messages from FoSP
Dear Parents/Carers
The posters are up and the tickets are now on sale for the fantastic KS2 Disco on Friday 6 th February.
Tickets are selling fast so pop into the School Office to get yours today for just £3!
If you are interested in hearing about what we are up to (or even helping out) we would like to invite
you to join Band, a website (and app) which we are using to share, plan and chat together about what
we want for the school. To join with no obligation, simply follow this link:

http://band.us/n/FDT6WlIT
We're currently looking into setting ourselves up as an official PTA with elected roles. If this is
something you may be interested we want to hear from you! Please contact us via Band or by leaving a
message at the School Office.
Thank you in advance!

Upcoming dates this half term:

Tuesday 27th January – Sharks trip to the Science Museum
Wednesday 28th January – Dolphins trip to the Science Museum
Thursday 29th January – ‘Breakfast at Shaftesburys’
Fri 30th January - Hedgehogs sharing assembly
Thu 5th February - Kids Company coffee morning on behaviour - 9am
Fri 6th February - Foxes sharing Assembly
Fri 6th February - KS2 disco – tickets on sale now!
Fri 13th February - Last day of the Spring 1 half-term
Monday 23rd Feb – Return to school for Spring 2.

Shoot to the Moon winners!
Foundation Stage:

Key Stage 1:

Zebras:
Tigers:
Leopards:

Badgers:
Hedgehogs:
Owls:
Foxes:

No praise assembly due to STEM
week activities

Key Stage 2:
Starfish: Suleyman & Jevonte
Sharks: Ismael & Eudella
Turtles: Israel & Macy
Dolphins: Alex & Osman

No praise assembly due to STEM
week activities

The best attendance and punctuality for last week!
Our Foundation Stage winning
class:

Zebras

Our Key Stage 1 winning class:

Our Key Stage 2 winning class:

Badgers

Starfish

Breakfast at Shaftesburys
Petit Déjeuner à Shaftesburys
Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. Research shows that eating breakfast
in the morning can make you healthier and happier.
Le petit déjeuner est le repas le plus important de la journée. Des recherches ont montré
que le petit déjeuner vous rendrait plus sain et plus heureux.
Come and celebrate #BreakfastWeek with a free healthy breakfast on us!
Viens fêter #BreakfastWeek avec nous et prendre un petit déjeuner équilibré gratuit !
Everyone is welcome (all children must be accompanied by a parent/carer).
Tout le monde est bienvenu (tous les enfants doivent être accompagnés d’un adulte).
***
Come along on Thursday 29th January at 8:15am and try something new for the most
important meal of the day.

It’s going to be taste-tastic!

