Message from Mrs Richards
It has been a fantastic half term with lots of highlights even if it has been a rather short one. Book week was a huge success and I thoroughly enjoyed seeing the new and extreme places children were finding to read around the school, even in my office! One of the biggest
highlights for me this half-term has been the creation of our long-awaited garden. It has been wonderful to watch the transformation of a
once little-used areas of the playground into the place to be at playtimes and lunchtimes. From my conversations with the children, they
are very much looking forward to taking ownership of the garden and growing their own vegetables and flowers and I look forward next
half-term to seeing how they get on.
Another highlight this half-term was our annual ‘Breakfast at Shaftesburys’. As always, this was a very popular event and I was very
encouraged to hear so many people discussing the importance of a healthy breakfast as a prerequisite to successful learning. I hope the
marvellous selection of food on the day has inspired you in your own breakfasts.
This half-term I have been pleased to welcome lots of inspirational guests to speak with the children as part of our series of Raising Aspirations assemblies, including GB athlete Koye Adedoyin who also ran a number of fitness workshops for Sports for Schools day and
Lauren Hills and Jamie Street from the Berkeley 'Vista project', who are working with us on an art project. It was also wonderful to welcomed back Miss Charlotte Tallamy who has been on maternity leave.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Dolphins on the success of
their cake sale, which raised £100 for Cancer Research UK and WWF. I would also like to thank all those who came
to help at the KS1 and Reception disco last week. I’m sure you will agree, the event was a big success!
Next term we look forward to STEM week, our annual celebration of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics and lots more opportunities to inspire our children and celebrate their hard work. Please do read the
dates for the diary to make sure you don’t miss any of the important meetings taking place next term, specifically
the spring term parents’ evenings. Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support
and your commitment to developing our school at this exciting time. I wish you a lovely half-term break.

Just a few highlights...

Don’t forget...
To pay school dinner money online:
http://www.scopay.com/shaftesburyparkprimary-wandsworth
To buy uniform online:
http://shaftesburypark.gooddies.co.uk/

Wow! We can’t believe
that we have come to
the end of the half
term already! We
welcomed some new Zebras in
January who have settled extremely well into the nursery.
We have been so busy learning
all about our local area. The
zebras have enjoyed finding out
about different places in our
locality and have especially enjoyed interacting with the roleplay Dr’s, shop and train/train
station. We have been busy
writing and sharing stories and
then acting these out. The Zebras are able to identify rhyming
words within stories and games.
Enjoy your half-term break!
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We have been so busy, that
this term has flown by! We
have been looking at our local
area. We have had a good look
at our locality on maps, through the
windows at the top of the school and on
our journey to school. We have been
learning about position and direction
words to help us find our way. We have
even been making our own maps - treasure maps are our favourite! We have
been practising counting to 20. The Tigers
have really enjoyed having the doctors,
the train station and the green grocers in
the role play area. This has helped us
think about lots of different ways to
write. We have been thinking about
what we want to get better at and thinking of ways to help us achieve our goals.
The Tigers who came to the disco had an
amazing time. The Tigers have really
enjoyed working with the Zebras and
Turtles during Book Week. We hope that
you will try some more extreme reading
during the holidays. Have a great holiday!

We have had a fantastic start
to the Spring term in
Leopard class. We have
been outside in all weathers,
exploring ice and getting very excited
about the snow. When it has rained
we have discover puddles in the playground and have problem solved together to build bridges! In maths we
have been counting and recognising
our numbers to 20 in English and
French. In circle time we have been
talking about how to get better at
things and going for goals. We have
enjoyed reading lots of different books
that have linked to our topic ‘Our Local
Area’ including the Journey Home from
Grandpa’s and On the Way Home. In
French we have been learning positional language, transport and places in
the town. We wish everyone a lovely
half term!

The Hedgehogs can't believe
how quickly this half term
has flown. We are fast
becoming masters of Maths as we
have been developing our calculation strategies and counting all the
way up to 100. As Hedgehogs we
still love our Maths Meetings; they
continue to grow and lengthen each
day! We have been exploring different genres in Literacy. Our new favourite story is Oliver Jeffers' 'Lost
& Found' - we did put in a request
for a class penguin so fingers
crossed. 'Book Week' was extremely
popular in our class. We even
teamed up with the Seals to roleplay Flat Stanley. Miss Carter is very
proud of all our amazing learning,
but now it's time for a rest. See you
next half term!'

Badgers have had a very
busy and very creative
term! Our topic ‘Du
Point A au Point B’
(From A to B) saw us looking at transport
in a range of different ways, including
comparing old and modern methods of
transport, sorting into land, air, and sea,
and looking at Futurist paintings showing
trains, cars or bicycles in motion. We
even created our own Futurist painting
using a similar technique to show movement. During Book Week, the children
enjoyed reading Flat Stanley and working
with the Penguins Class on a French
presentation. They especially enjoyed
Pyjama Day and taking part in Extreme
Reading – finding some very unusual and
peculiar places to read! In music the
children have been composing their own
pieces and using symbols to represent
different sounds. We have been speaking
a lot of French and working very hard
towards our Sharing Assembly. Bonnes
vacances!

WOW! It has been a very busy
half-term. Owls have had great
fun with our Topic ‘Seeing the
Dark’. We have written nonchronological report about Barn Owls.
We have also written diary entries
based on The ‘Owl who was afraid of
the Dark’. We have continued to use
Maths Mastery and have been learning
about multiplication and division. The
children have begun to explore the
relationship between the two and
have attempted to reason their understanding about them. The Owls delivered an amazing sharing assembly
showcasing all they have learnt so far
this year. The children have use different artistic techniques to recreate
Vincent Van Gogh’s Starry Night painting. We look forward to planting seeds
next half-term, watching them grow
and making diary entries about their
growth. Have a wonderful half-term
break.

What another busy half-term
it has been for the Foxes! We
Have really enjoyed our IPC topic ‘Le Jour
et la Nuit’ and have carried this theme
through into lots of our Literacy work. We
now know lots more about nocturnal
animals, where the children wrote their
own reports on barn owls. We also used
our creative writing skills to write a diary
entry based on The Owl who was Afraid
of the Dark. The children are really starting to show their understanding of different sentence types and also getting to
grips with some tricky spelling patterns
too. In maths we have been working
really hard on our multiplication and
division and have identified the relationship between the two. In our French IPC
we have also looked at different sources
of light and what plants need to grow.
What fun it has been too to use our artistic skills and techniques to recreate the
painting Starry Night by Vincent Van
Gogh. What a busy but brilliant half-term
it has been! Bonnes vacances!

This half-term has gone so
quickly! In literacy we have
enjoyed creating our own
comic strips based on stories
we have written ourselves. I have been
very impressed with the artwork the
children have produced and the excellent ideas the children have come up
with in the process. We’ve also been
working very hard in maths, learning
all about perimeters, measuring to the
nearest cm /mm and how to multiply
and divide by 10s and 100s. This half
term we have really enjoyed our Enabling Enterprise work, the highlight of
which being a visit to Metrobank
where we had the opportunity of visiting the vault, finding and opening
boxes and counting money into the
money machine! Well done Penguins
for all your hard work. Have a restful
break and I look forward to seeing you
after the holidays, ready for more hard
work!

Starfish have had a wonderful
half-term. We welcomed Mr Pett,
our student teacher. The children have
created experiments to answer questions
like - Can you make butter from cream?
How can you change the state of milk?
Which changes are reversible/
irreversible? The children thoroughly
enjoyed trying to prove their predictions
and coming to conclusions based on the
results they collected. Most of us have
mastered our 2,3,4 ,5 and 10 times tables
and understand how to divide using
number within those times table,
through using manipulatives or written
methods. The children have written
adventure stories with a science theme
and are becoming very good at reading
and editing their own work. The highlight of this term was definitely our visit
to Metro Bank, where as part of our
Enabling Enterprise work, we were able
to walk into the bank's vault! Have a
wonderful half term everyone.

Seals class have enjoyed another
fantastic half-term! In
Literacy we have been reading
Billy the Kid and have been fortunate
enough to travel to the Westminster
Archive Centre and meet Michael Foreman the illustrator of the novel. We
were also able to meet Paul Canoville,
the first black Chelsea player. In maths
we have been enjoying focusing on
fractions. Changing mixed fractions
into proper fractions? We’ve got it!
Based on Billy the Kid, we have written
historical diary entries which described
a day in the life of Billy. We also finished writing our very own newspaper
article about the big Chelsea Vs Dynamo game of 1945. In topic, we have
had a wild time learning about land sea
and sky and can’t wait to learn about
different forces after the break. Have a
great half-term holiday!

The Sharks have been busy
achieving goals this half term.
All of the children have learnt their
eight times tables and answered ten
questions correctly to prove they know
them! We are also enjoying each child
performing a poem, song or giving a
presentation to the class to develop our
confidence in front of an audience.
In maths most of us can find equivalent
fractions, convert between improper
fractions and mixed numbers as well as
add, subtract and order fractions. Reading Billy the Kid has inspired us to write
excellent and emotive diary entries using
a range of punctuation. We have also
completed a newspaper report about a
very important post-war football match
which we learnt about on one of our trips
to the Westminster Archives.
We’ve loved learning chess with Maria,
dance routines with Miss Prah and meeting interesting people like Michael Foreman and Paul Canoville who shared their
life stories with us. Have a great half term

Turtles have had a great
start to 2017! Whilst
focusing on cohesion,
direct speech and modal verbs, we
have written some very engaging
space-themed stories of which we will
be turning into a film, watch this
‘space’ (sorry!). We are now looking at
language and presentation techniques
to create some space-related information posters.
We have also had our first taste of
computer programming, ready for
next term’s programming challenge.
In maths, we have been focusing on
shapes and fractions through some
very practical and ‘hands-on’ lessons.
Throughout the term, we have been
considering how a growth mindset can
help us Go for Goals; a skill which has
helped us succeed in so many areas,
well done Turtles! Have a lovely halfterm holiday.

Dolphins have worked
very hard this term and
produced some fantastic
pieces of writing. We really enjoyed
watching the short film, ‘The Lighthouse’ and seeing what we could infer
from the images. We then wrote excellent newspapers articles about the
events that happened, focusing on
using adverbials and adding in quotes
using inverted commas. We learnt so
much about the world this half term!
Our IPC topic ‘Going Global’ taught us
what globalisation is and how brands
market themselves to sell as many
goods as possible. We ended the term
by creating our own brand by designing a slogan and logo, using fabric
paint to create a t-shirt advertising our
brand and making an advert to sell our
brand. In maths we focused on data
handling, learning about pie charts and
line graphs. Well done!

Dates for the Diary - Spring 2
Monday 20th February

Children return to school

-

Thursday 23rd February

Coffee morning at 9am
Focus: Managing Behaviour

Parents welcome

Thursday 2nd March
Tuesday 7th March

World Book day
FoSP meeting am 9.00am-10.30am

Parents welcome

Monday 13-17th March

STEM week
(Parents’ Open morning on 17/03/16)

-

Tuesday 14th March

Spring term Parents’ evening 1

Tuesday 21st March

Spring term Parents’ evening 2

Friday 24th March

Easter competition entries due in

Please book an
appointment with your
child’s class teacher
Please book an
appointment with your
child’s class teacher
-

Don’t forget, all entries must feature eggs!

Tuesday 28th March

Spring term Parents’ evening 3

Thursday 30th March

Meeting for parents of children in Y6
about SATs 3.30pm and 5.30pm

Friday 31st March

Easter parade with announcement of our
competition winners
End of term – finish at 2pm

Please book an
appointment with your
child’s class teacher
Y6 parents & children
-

