Message from Mrs Richards

This half-term has once again proved to be an excellent one, even if it has been rather short, with lots of highlights. I have been particularly impressed with the increasing amount of parental involvement in the life of the
school as parents really do play an important part in school improvement. On a rather misty Monday morning,
it was lovely to see so many parents joining us for the grand opening of our mosaic by local MP Marsha de Cordova. We were delighted to be also joined by Pat Diment who spoke to us about the changes that have taken
place in our local area over the last 40 years. As ‘a local school with a global focus’, it was wonderful to be
able to join together with parents and local residents to mark the end of a project that very much celebrates
the place of the school in our local community.
I was also very encouraged by the number of parents wishing to help with our ‘Every Child a Reader’ initiative which will support us in making sure that every child from Reception to Year 1 is heard to read every single day. I look forward to seeing the outcome of this initiative later this year. Reading with your child every
day is really crucial in helping them to succeed academically.
Other highlights this half-term have included our annual ‘Breakfast at Shaftesburys’ which brought together parents, carers, pupils and staff to promote the importance of a healthy breakfast as a prerequisite to
successful learning; the excellent creative week showcase for parents, featuring brilliant displays of dancing,
singing and the playing of musical instruments, I am sure you will agree, was absolutely exceptional. I would
also like to take this opportunity to congratulate both our boys’ and girls’ football teams for their success at
the Chelsea FC Foundation Premier League Primary Stars U11’s Football Tournaments. Both teams did incredibly well with the girls’ team making the semi-finals!
This term has seen big changes in the way we communicate with parents as we continue to move towards
becoming a paperless and cashless school. I would like to thank you all for your patience as we continue to
work towards this goal. Please do speak to the Admin team if you require support to use the new systems in
order to consent for trips or make online payments.
Next term we look forward to STEM week, our annual celebration of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics and lots more opportunities to inspire our children and celebrate their hard work. Please do read
the dates for the diary to make sure you don’t miss any of the important meetings taking place next term, specifically the spring term parents’ evenings. I wish you all a lovely half-term break.

Just a few highlights...

Footballing success!

Lots of
hard work
is making
the garden
look
amazing!
Creative Week was truly inspiring!
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The Zebras have had a great half term and have been
extremely busy. We welcomed some new zebras who have
settled well into the class. We launched our ‘Patterns’
topic with a fantastic pattern dressing-up day. The children thoroughly enjoyed this and were able to identify a variety of different
patterns. We have made patterns with a range of different media
such as fruit, shapes, actions, sounds and natural resources. Our
letters and sounds focus has meant we have identified words which
rhyme within stories, songs and rhymes as well as creating words
which rhyme with our names. We are all looking forward to next
half term when our new topic will be shopping. We can’t wait to
learn all about different types of shops and visit a local shop! Have a
lovely half term.

We have had a fantastic start to the Spring term in Tiger
Class. We have really enjoyed our ‘Patterns’ topic! We
enjoyed spotting and describing patterns in the environment at Forest School and coming into school in our own patterned clothes on
pattern day! We loved reading Elmer the patterned elephant which
led to great discussions about differences and similarities. We have
also enjoyed reading and writing facts about different patterned
animals, painting patterned animals and creating patterned animals
in our junk modelling. We have nearly reached the end of Phase 3 in
phonics and we have been practising the spellings of our tricky
words. In maths we have been learning how to count up to and order numbers to 15, we have also been learning how to add and subtract and have been applying our knowledge of one more and one
fewer. Well done Tigers! I hope you have a lovely half-term holiday!

The Leopards have had a great term! Our topic has been
‘Patterns’ and we have had our very own Safari area in the
classroom, where the children were able to spot and
learn about lots of different patterned animals such as
leopards, giraffes and zebras. They have also been making beautiful
artwork on this topic, including animal masks, Elmer elephant models and junkmodelling animals. We have been reading non-fiction
texts to help us learn lots of interesting facts about the animals and
the children have been learning to write descriptions, labels and
questions. In Phonics we have nearly reached the end of Phase 3
and we are practising spelling all of our tricky words using letter
names. In Maths we have been learning about patterns, and sharing
quantities into equal groups. The Leopards are enjoying and making
great progress in French! Have a brilliant half-term break. Bonnes
Vacances :)

The Hedgehogs have thoroughly enjoyed looking at their topic
‘From A to B’. We have learnt about writing super
sentences by creating our own version of the Naughty
Bus story. We have also been looking at how transport has changed
throughout the years; The Hedgehogs have compared transport
from the past and the present and written descriptive reports using
the words ‘and,’ ‘but’ and ‘because.’ We had a brilliant time visiting
the London Transport Museum which really brought to life transport
from the past. Thank you to everyone that came along to help. In
Maths we have learnt how to tell the time using the words ‘o’clock’
and ‘half past’. The Hedgehogs have been investigating numbers to
50 and making sure we know the place value of two digit numbers.
Hedgehogs have had a great time learning to swim. We are all very
confident in the water and in such a short space of time too. Have a
lovely half term holiday and remember to read every day.

Badgers have learned a lot this half term and we enjoyed
sharing some of our achievements in our Sharing
Assembly. We learned about different types of transport, naming
them in French, and visited the London Transport Museum to learn
how transport has changed in our city over time. In Maths, we
learned how to tell the time using the words ‘o'clock’ and ‘half past’
and learned the timings of what we do in a school day. Badgers are
very confident with the days of the week and months of the year in
French. In Literacy, we read ‘The Naughty Bus’ and ‘Lost & Found’
and wrote our own versions of both stories. Our writing focus was
on re-using story words and adding some of our own ideas with adjectives to make our writing interesting. Badgers are making incredible progress with their reading and are practising our comprehension skills. Well done for all your hard work. Have a good break!

The Owls class has had a wonderful Spring Term 1 and we are
all looking forward to Spring Term 2. Our IPC topic ‘Seeing the
Dark’ has really helped the children to focus on the different
light sources and has brought about a real understanding of natural and
man-made sources light. We have explored different types of objects
that reflect light and have learnt about transparent and opaque materials. In Maths, we have been working really hard on fractions and have
even explored equivalent fractions, as well as looking at different strategies to quickly add and subtract. During Creative week Owls had the
opportunity to work alongside the Foxes class to explore some of
Claude Monet paintings. We even had the chance to try to copy his
painting of the ‘Water Lilies’. Have a fantastic half term break! Things to
remember for next term: Owls class will continue Dance on Tuesdays
for Spring term only and P.E on Thursdays for the rest of the academic
year. Children are still expected to read every day at home.

The new year has brought lots of new learning to Foxes
class. In Maths Mastery we have been learning to tell the
time and about fractions of shapes and quantities. Our
IPC unit about light and dark has inspired lots of cross-curricular
learning in Literacy; we have read The Owl Who was Afraid of the
Dark and written ‘secret’ diary entries based on the story, explored
poems celebrating light and continued Pie Corbett’s story ark formula. Our French language skills are getting stronger and stronger and
we are sharing lots of bilingual stories together as a class. The theme
of light has crept into our Dance lessons too as we have choreographed a routine about sunshine. We can’t believe we are half way
through Year 2. How time has flown! Bonnes vacances à vous tous!

Starfish have had a wonderful half-term. We welcomed Mr
Stewart, our intervention teacher. The children have created
experiments to answer questions like ‘Can you make butter from
cream?’, ’How can you change the state of milk?’ and ’Which changes are reversible/ irreversible?’. The children thoroughly enjoyed
trying to prove their predictions and coming to conclusions based on
the results they collected. We have been working on mastering our
2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 times tables and understand how to divide using
number within those times tables, through the use of manipulatives
or written methods. The children have written adventure stories
with a science theme and are becoming very good at reading and
editing their own work. The highlight of this term was definitely our
visit to Metro Bank where, as part of our Enabling Enterprise work,
we were able to walk into the bank's vault! Have a wonderful half
term everyone.
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Penguins have had a wonderful half-term. In French, we have
been looking at what a verb is and the notion of past, present
and future in preparation for our work on verb endings next
half-term. As part of our topic ‘Shake It’ we have all become scientists,
coming up with our own experiments exploring reversible and irreversible changes. We even made butter from cream and have learnt lots of
French vocabulary to be able to describe this. In Maths we have been
working hard on division using manipulatives, written methods and our
own times table knowledge to help us. In Literacy, we have enjoyed
writing adventure stories. We have used these stories to help us develop our editing skills, correcting our own work. This week we all enjoyed
a very exciting trip to Metro Bank where we used our estimating skills
to count money and our ordering number skills to find different lockers
before being allowed to explore the bank’s vault! Many thanks for all
your support this half-term. I wish you all a wonderful break.

We have had a fabulous half-term in Seals class and have
learnt and experienced so much! In Literacy, we have
written some amazing character description based on
Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. We used role-play and even a court case
to discuss the main themes. In Maths, we have really got to grips
with fractions including fractions of amounts, mixed and improper
fractions and have even started to find equivalent fractions. As part
of our topic 'Feel The Force', we built our own ramps to test friction
on different surfaces around school. We also investigated magnetic
and non-magnetic objects. What better way to finish off this topic
than with a trip to the Science Museum on the final day of the
term! I wish you all a wonderful half-term break. Don’t forget to
read every day!

Another busy half-term flies by in Sharks and we have
learnt so much on the way! In Literacy, we have produced
some fantastic writing based on Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and used
role-play and even a court case to discuss who was guilty of the
murder of King Duncan. In French, we have been continuing our
work on conjugating verbs in the present and working on prepositions. In Maths, we have really got to grips with fractions. We can
now find fractions of amounts, understand mixed and improper
fractions and have even started to find equivalent fractions. In IPC
we have been especially busy. The children built their own ramps
which they rolled a marble off of in order to test friction on different
surfaces around school. We have also investigated magnetic and
non-magnetic objects. We are finishing off our ‘Feel the Force’ topic
and this half-term with a trip to the Science Museum. What a busy
and exciting half-term it has been!

Turtles Class have launched (!) into the new year learning
all about science and space. In Maths we have been
studying fractions and angles which has helped us design
our rockets, ready for launch day on the last day of term. We have studied the planets of our solar system and learned about experimental
design, taking accurate measurements and fair tests. In technology, we
have used 3D printing technology to add parts to our rockets and applied carpentry skills to design and build launch platforms. In literacy we
have closely linked our work to our ‘Going for Goals’ SEAL theme and
our IPC topic by writing space quest stories and discussing the skills
needed to be an astronaut. We have also been thinking about how we
present information to an audience whilst creating space information
posters. During our reading lessons we have been focusing on questioning, inference and summarising skills whilst reading about amazing scientists from the past. Well done Turtles. I wish you all a restful break.

I have had a wonderful first term with the Dolphins! We
started off the half-term in our IPC topic by splitting into
groups, creating flags for our own countries and playing a trading
game. We have also been looking at the advantages and disadvantages of tourism, considering how sometimes it can have a negative impact on environments and for the locals in an area. Taking
this into consideration, we planned our own eco-friendly resorts and
created maps with keys. In maths, we have been focusing on shape,
data and algebra; we all enjoyed using our problem solving skills to
find missing angles in shapes. We have also become very persuasive
in Dolphins this half-term. We debated on the topic of whether a
new KFC opening in Clapham Junction would be beneficial or detrimental to the area and wrote some fantastic persuasive letters to
portray our views on this. We have been working on our reading
skills and thoroughly enjoy our ’60 second reads’ which have helped
us with skimming and scanning. We have also been improving our
hockey skills with Mr Dovrat on Mondays. Have a wonderful break!

This term has been a busy one for the Seahorses. We have
been learning about countries all over the world and have
enjoyed receiving postcards from different countries. We
learnt about globalisation and how it affects our day to day lives.
We enjoyed finding out about brands and how they market items
to encourage us to buy them. In maths we have focused on algebra, data and angles. We all enjoyed creating our own bar charts
and practising different styles of reasoning problems. We wrote
fantastic diary entries all about sweat shops that were full of
great details. We are working on our reading skills and how we
skim and scan a text. Our dance skills are improving and we have
all enjoyed learning Miss Prah's chorography on Thursdays. Well
done for all your hard work this half-term. I wish you all a fantastic half-term holiday!

Don’t forget
To pay school dinner money online:
http://www.scopay.com/shaftesburyparkprimary-wandsworth
To buy uniform online:
http://shaftesburypark.gooddies.co.uk/

Date

Event

Who is involved?

Monday 19th February

Children return to school

-

Monday 19th February

Chinese New Year

-

Wednesday 21st February

International Mother Languages Day

-

Thursday 22nd February

Coffee morning at 9.15am
Focus: Managing Behaviour

Parents welcome

Thursday 1st March

World Book day - dress up as your favourite
book character
Friends of Shaftesbury Park meeting
meeting am 9.15am-10.15am

-

Monday 12-16th March

STEM week

-

Thursday 15th March

STEM week open morning for parents
(details to follow)

Parents welcome

Tuesday 13th March

Spring term Parents’ evening 1

Please book an appointment
with your child’s class
teacher

Tuesday 20st March

Spring term Parents’ evening 2

Please book an appointment
with your child’s class
teacher

Friday 23rd March

Sports Relief Day - wear your sports clothes
for the cause

-

Easter competition entries in

-

Tuesday 27th March

Spring term Parents’ evening 3

Please book an appointment
with your child’s class
teacher

Wednesday 28th March

SATs meeting for Year 6 parents
3.30pm and 5.30pm

Parents of children in Dolphins and Seahorses

Thursday 29th March

Easter parade with winners of competition
FS: Easter bonnets
KS1/2: Egg models

-

Tuesday 6th March

End of term – finish at 2pm

Parents welcome

