
Homework & Home Support 
Conquer Maths Tasks  will be sent out on Thursday and 
due the following Tuesday.  
Spelling words for Autumn are in Homework Books. 
Children need to know definitions as well as spellings! 
 
It is vital that you read with your child for at least 10 
minutes each day. Reading a range of books and articles 
will help them stay on track in Reading. Talk to them 
about the meaning of new words to extend their vo-
cabulary and verbal skills. Please complete and sign 
reading logs daily! 

Literacy 
Our class book is Clock Work by Philip Pullman. Much of our reading work will 
be based on and link with our IPC topic.  Year 5 will be able to use an in-
creased range of literary devices and punctuation to build atmosphere and 
tension, as well as starting to develop a writing style that can be adapted for 
different audiences. 
Over the term, Whales Class will be learning to write in a variety of genres 
including stories set in a historical setting, newspaper reports, play scripts and 
letter/email writing.  
This term we are very lucky to have literacy teachers from NewsWise come 
along to kick start our newspaper report unit.  
 
Children who read, succeed. We need you to listen to your children reading 
for at least ten minutes a day. Children are welcome to take home books 
from our book corner on a regular basis.  Please ensure these are returned to 
school before they take out a new book. If you would like any recommenda-
tions, please do come and talk to us! 

Maths 
This term we will be recapping and building on previous 
learning in the following areas:  

 
Reasoning with larger whole numbers 

Problem solving with adding and subtracting 
Multiplying and dividing 

 
Please ensure your child keeps up with their Conquer 
Maths homework, as this will help them stay on track. 
There are a range of fun online maths games based on all 
of our key topics. Why not try some with your child? 
 

Search: Maths KS2 Games 
PE 

 
PE lessons this half term will include Sports coaching 
on Wednesday mornings with Mr. Coupland and Mr. 
Mackintosh, and Dance sessions on Thursday mornings 
with our incredible dance team.  
 
Please ensure correct kit is in school on these days. 
Please ensure ALL CLOTHING is clearly named. 

French 
 
In addition to learning sentences and vocab relating to 
the Maya, we will be focusing on the past, present and 
imperfect tense, as well as adjectival agreement. 

IPC Autumn 1 
The Big Picture this term is ‘What makes a civilisation work? Could it 
be faith, sports, a charter or something else?” 

 
In History we’ll be finding out … 
About the Mayan Civilisation in depth and how this great em-
pire fell and was forgotten. We will then study the rise and fall 
of the Edo (aka Benin) Empire and the rise of the Islamic Em-
pire. 
The skills we develop include: recognizing characteristic fea-
tures of particular periods in time, discovering aspects of the 
past through a variety of sources, selecting and recording rele-
vant information 
 
In art we’ll be … 
Focusing on watercolours, sketching and working with fabrics 
to re-create traditional patterns and motifs.  
The skills we’ll learn include: how to consider a finished prod-
uct, collaboration with other artists, composition, perspective, 
creating 3D effects, using visual means to communicate ideas. 

ICT 
 
We will be taking our first steps in to coding and software 

development, by building a Mayan Ma(i)ze game! 

Please ensure your child has a working account for 

Scratch. This will allow them to save their work and to de-

velop it home. Go to scratch.mit.edu for info. 

PSHCE  
 
Our Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL) topics 
this term are Working Together and Developing a Growth 
Mindset. I will be encouraging the class to reflect and dis-
cuss how they work with different people and to think care-
fully about how they manage challenges in their learning. 
We will also have regular circle time sessions to talk about 
anything which is worrying us or issues within the class. Our 
SEAL themes for this term will be: New Beginnings (Autumn 
1) and then Getting on and Falling Out. (Autumn 2). 
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