
Shaftesbury Park Primary School
A Local School with a Global Perspective

Our Bilingual Curriculum



Our vision 

and mission

Our Vision

“Shaftesbury Park develops children who think about their world, enlarge their world and change their 
world”.

Our Mission
The Mission of the School fleshes out the vision of the school and is as follows:

Children who think about their world
We use the International Primary Curriculum to not just to teach children facts, but to develop 
inquisitiveness, creativity and curiosity about the subjects they are learning.

Children who expand their world
We use the opportunities provided by our bilingual and enterprise classes to give the whole school a 

gateway to the wider world, helping children find the world beyond our borders, share similarities and 
celebrate differences.

Children who change their world
We use the core enterprise values and the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child to 
help children develop the skills and values they will use throughout their life to make their world better.



LabelFrancÉducation

At Shaftesbury Park we are very 

proud to be the first school in 

the UK to be awarded the 

LabelFrancÉducation seal of 

quality.  It is not only 

recognisition of our quality 

bilingual provision but we are 

delighted to now be part of a 

global and multicultural 

network who share our passion 

for bilingual education.
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 We are the first school in the United Kingdom to receive the LabelFrancEducation award for our 

bilingual provision.

 Now in our eighth year, we have created a unique bilingual curriculum that allows native and non-

native speakers to receive a bilingual education from Reception to Year 6.

 Working in collaboration with the French Institute and as part of our membership of the Label, 

children across the school have benefited from a wide range of subsidised cultural activities such 

as: trips to the cinemas; workshops with authors; plays and performances. Teachers too have 

benefitted from free and subsidised training, including three members of staff becoming trained 

DELF examiners.

 Since 2015, we have been giving children the opportunity to sit the DELF Prim exams (A1.1, A1 and 

A2). We have a 100% pass rate so far. 86% of children leaving Year 6 last year passed some form of 

DELF and one third achieved A2 level.

 We have worked alongside local secondary schools (Lambeth Academy and St John Bosco) in the past 

and we have also created links with schools abroad and are now part of the E-Twinning network. 

Every two years, children also have an opportunity to visit France on a residential trip.

 Our teachers and native French-speaking Teaching Assistants provide fun French lunchtime and 

after-school clubs as well as extended classes for native and gifted French speakers.

Our achievements to date:



Our greatest achievement: creating a bilingual culture. 

Children learn the value of speaking another language through 

cultural events, a carefully planned curriculum and children have 

the opportunity to celebrate their achievements through the 

DELF examinations (with a 100% success rate so far!).



Our Bilingual Approach

CLIL
CLIL stands for Content and Language Integrated 
Learning and refers to teaching subjects such as 
science, history and geography to students through a 
foreign language. This is our predominant method of 
teaching French to our bilingual classes. 
Both the Enterprise and the Bilingual stream follow the 
International Primary Curriculum to teach our 
foundation subjects. The only difference being that in 
our bilingual stream the IPC is carefully adapted in 
order to be taught in French. However from Year 2, we 
begin to  directly teach aspects of the French language 
to support the children’s understanding of reading, 
grammar and conjugation.



The reading journey begins

in Year 2…

The children in Year 2 follow 

Taoki, which enables most 

children to phonetically decode in 

French and also become familiar 

with key vocabulary and an initial 

grasp of key French grammar 

concepts.



Every class follows their IPC curriculum in French but 

their knowledge of French speaking, listening, reading 

and writing is supported by the use of the Taoki and 

then in Key Stage 2 the Coccinelle schemes of work, 

alongside our Social Curriculum.

	



Our Social Curriculum ensures children build up the 

confidence to understand and speak French. In 

particular, those subjects that they will come across on 

a day-to-day basis. These are built upon and then 

consolidated upon from year to year. Meaning that, by 

the time our children leave us in Year 6, they are 

confident communicators in French.



The Language Ladder

The Language ladder is the assessment tool we have 

chosen to use. This is based on the Common 

European Assessment Framework for Languages and 

enables us to assess pupils development in French 

across speaking, listening, reading and writing.

As a rough guide the children in Reception and year 

one are expected to be working at the 

breakthrough, level 1-3. By year six our 

expectation would be that the majority of pupils 

are working at Intermediate level 7-9.

Assessment in the 

bilingual stream



Level 3: I can understand the main points from a 

short written text in clear printed script.

Level 2: I can understand and read out 

familiar written phrases.

Level 1: I can recognize and read out a 

few familiar words and phrases.

Level 5: I can understand the main points and opinions 

in the written texts from various contexts.

Level 4: I can understand the main points and some 

of the detail from short written texts in familiar 

contexts.

Reception 

Year 1

Level 1/2

Year 2

Level 2-4

Year 3

Level 3-5

Year 4

Level 4-6

Breakthrough Level

Language Ladder year-on-year expectations

Reading



Level 6: I can understand the difference 

between present, past and future events in a 

range of texts.

Level 7: I can understand longer texts

and recognize people’s point of view.

Level 8 : I can understand texts 

including some unfamiliar material 

from  which I can recognize 

attitudes and emotions.

Level 9: I can 

understand a 

wide range of 

authentic texts in 

familiar contexts.

Language Ladder year-on-year expectations

Reading

Year 5

Level 5-7

Year 6

Level 7-9



Twinning and Partnerships



THE DELF is an officially 

recognised test that tests the 

children’s reading, writing, 

listening and speaking. It is 

always optional but the children 

can leave Shaftesbury Park with 

a certificate celebrating their 

enhanced French skills.

Last year, we more than tripled 

the amount of children taking 

the DELF examinations (11 in 2018 

– 37 in 2019) and, once again, all 

children have successfully 

passed. 

This academic year, a third of our 

outgoing children in Year 6 

achieved A2 level, which has 

many elements comparable with 

a foundation GCSE in French.

Celebrating the children’s 

achievements with the DELF


