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Welcome to the Autumn 1 edition of ‘The Shaftesbury Park Herald’, our end of half-term 
newsletter, bringing you news of all the exciting things that have taken place at Shaftesbury 
Park Primary School over the course of the preceding half-term. Read on for plenty of 
information on our Rights Respecting and Healthy Schools agendas, information about school-
wide events and achievements and dates for the diary for the following half-term. 

 

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
Shaftesbury Park Primary School 

Receives Another TWO Awards! 
 
At the start of Autumn 1, we were delighted to announce 
that awarding of the Skills Builder Gold Award, the highest 
level possible.  

 

This award was bestowed upon us in recognition of all that 

our Enterprise Stream has achieved over the past 6 years 

and our exemplary commitment to ensuring that every 

pupil leaves Shaftesbury Park possessed of the eight 

essential skills needed to succeed. The achievement of 

this award means that we are now a flagship school for 

Enterprise and will have the opportunity to bring further 

resources and experiences for our pupils. It also means 

we will be working to develop essential skills in schools 

around the UK and abroad and using these connections to 

expand the world of our pupils and further promote a 

global perspective. 

 

To celebrate this fantastic achievement, we will be holding 

a 'Festival of Enterprise' in Autumn 2 so please look out 

for details of this coming soon!  

https://www.shaftesburypark.wandsworth.sch.uk/


 

This half-term we were also proud to learn that we had 
been awarded the Primary Science Quality Mark.  This 
award recognises the excellent teaching of Science 
within our school and the opportunities for practical 
enquiries and cross curricular learning. We have 
worked hard over the last year to develop our Science 
curriculum to ensure that the children are carrying out 
lots of exciting investigations across the key stages. 
Science Week provided a wonderful opportunity to 
enrich the children's experiences of Science and the 
PSQM recognises the range of activities in class and 

workshops that our students have taken part in as part of this. This quality mark ensures that we 
have a good foundation for our Science teaching and learning on which we will continue to build 
over the next few years. 
 

A huge congratulations to all staff and pupils involved in helping us achieve these prestigious awards. 

 

Learning about the Police and Justice System 
 

On 28th September, children in years 5-6 

had a special visit from PC Cheal and PC 

Reading who came to talk to the children 

about the role of the police in keeping us 

all safe, prosecuting crime and the 

responsibilities we all have as members of 

society. We were so impressed by the 

attentiveness of the children and the 

thoughtful questions they posed. We look 

forward to being able to have more 

special guest assemblies in the future.  

 

Founded in 1994 by William Sieghart, National Poetry Day aims to promote poetry and its 

public performance.  

As part of our exploration of this year’s theme 

‘Choices’, the whole school enjoyed reading the 

inspirational poem 'Change Sings' by Amanda Gorman.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Gorman is an American poet and activist 

who is most well-known for performing at 

President Joe Biden’s inauguration. Her work 

focuses on issues of oppression, feminism, race, 

and marginalization, as well as the African 

diaspora. Gorman was the first person to be named 

National Youth Poet Laureate and speaks openly 

about her struggles with a speech impediment.  



 

Published just one week before National Poetry day, the poem 'Change Sings' was a perfect 

choice for our school, reminding us all that we have the power to make change happen, 

something which is embodied in the school Vision to develop children who think about their 

world, enlarge their world and change their world.  

 

After reading the poem, the children enjoyed 

completing a visualising activity where they thought 

about what changes they could make linked to 

Sustainable Development Goals (more on those later). 
 

Scholastic Book Fair 
Thank you to everyone who attended our Scholastic Book Fair. It was such a pleasure being 

able to hold one again and help so many people all searching for their next great read. Whilst 

we’re still waiting to find out exactly how much we have raised towards books for the school, 

we know that it will be a significant amount and will make a great difference to our school 

library. An additional thank you to Tara and all the other parent helpers who helped make the 

event a success. Finally, to everyone who bought books for the school, we are so very grateful 

for your generosity in helping us complete our collection of Little People Big Dreams books! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you want to help us grow our collection? Check out our Amazon wish list to see which books we 
still would like to add. 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1DLC4XTF9RF06?ref_=wl_share 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/1DLC4XTF9RF06?ref_=wl_share


 

Harvest Festival 
 

This half-term we had 

some terrific discussions 

in school about what 

harvest is and how our 

celebrations compare to 

those of other cultures 

around the world. We 

rounded of the topic with our very own Harvest Festival in school, featuring fantastic songs, 

poems, dances and even a rap! Although parents and carers were sadly unable to attend in 

person, thanks to the miracle of technology you can check out all the fantastic performances 

on our dedicated google site here: 
 

https://sites.google.com/shaftesburypark.net/harvest2021/home 
 

We hope you enjoy them as much as we enjoyed creating and filming them. 

 

At this juncture, we would like to thank everyone who very kindly contributed to our annual 

Harvest collection in aid of Ace of Clubs. Your donations will make a real difference to their 

clientele, homeless, vulnerable and otherwise marginalised people in our local area.   

 
We would also like to say a huge thank you to everyone who 

donated cakes, helped out or came along to our Macmillan 

Coffee Morning on 24th September.  

 

Thanks to you, we raised an amazing £565.86 for this 

marvellous cause. 

 

To put this in context, this is enough money to run Macmillan’s Online Community Forum for 

just under 24 hours, typically helping 1584 people affected by cancer, providing them with 

both emotional and practical support.  

 

  

 

(           ) 
 

Find out more about these icons and 
why you’ll be seeing more of them in 

the Rights Respecting Schools section of 
this edition of the Shaftesbury Herald 

“Giving is not just about making a donation. It’s about 

making a difference” 

Kathy Calvin 

https://sites.google.com/shaftesburypark.net/harvest2021/home


 

“A Local School with a Global Perspective” 
By Mr Tristram & Miss Parmenter 

Shaftesbury Park Primary school is ‘a local school with a 

global perspective’. It says so in our strapline, but what 

does this mean in practice? 

Shaftesbury Park is an inclusive school that prides itself 

on celebrating all cultures, backgrounds, religions, races 

and ethnicities. Not only does this teach children to respect and value each other’s 

similarities and differences, it also helps to promote equality, develop understanding 

and provide children with the knowledge to challenges myths, stereotypes, 

misconceptions and prejudices. 

As a school with a global perspective, Shaftesbury Park also seeks at every 

opportunity to encourage the development of an international mindset amongst its 

pupils. Whether gaining a fantastic grounding in Francophone culture and language 

through our award-winning Bilingual Stream with its exciting social curriculum or 

gaining a sense of the wider world through international collaboration with partner 

schools as part of our innovative Enterprise stream, all pupils are empowered to think 

about how they can contribute, not only to the school, but also to the local community 

and even the wider world. This is something that is very much at the heart of the 

ambitious International Primary Curriculum that all pupils follow, irrespective of 

stream, and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which we advocate as a 

gold-level Rights Respecting School.  

To sum up, having a global perspective is not just a strapline we have chosen but the 

quintessence of our school and the aspiration we have for all our pupils - to be 

confident and respectful adults, truly ‘global citizens’ possessed of the skills and 

competences to change the world and make it a better and more just world for all. 

 
We are pleased to announce that our 

easyfundraising total now stands at a huge 
 

£765.27! 
 

Remember over 4,000 shops and sites will donate to Shaftesbury Park Primary School for 

FREE every time you use easyfundraising to shop with them. This means you can support the 

school when you get your groceries, buy clothes, order a takeaway, renew your insurance 

policies or buy anything else online at no extra cost to yourself!  

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=83PHcwXk&id=B5D9B5CD4AA6B7F10491AC4B888E028D27B31E2A&thid=OIP.83PHcwXkHovBnOLHJvtfDgHaEc&mediaurl=http://www.pta.org.uk/facebook/uploads/files/1/Suppliers/EF_Logo_Stacked_RGB-01.png?w%3d800&exph=300&expw=500&q=easy+fundraising+logo&simid=607994745288329542&selectedIndex=0&qpvt=easy+fundraising+logo


 

It’s So Easy and Completely FREE. 
 

Sign up through the link below and not only will you be raising money but once you’ve signed 

up and raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising will give us an extra £5! There’s no catch or 

hidden charges and we are really grateful for anything you raise!  

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/shaftesburyparkprimary/?invite=AVHZ8B&re

ferral-campaign=c2s 

 
 

Thinking about Christmas already? Think about easyfundraising! 
 

 

Christmas Lunch Date Announced 
 

We’re excited to inform you that this year’s Christmas 

Lunch will be taking place on Wednesday 15th 

December. 

  

If your child normally has a school dinner, they will 

automatically receive a Christmas Lunch, with no need 

to do anything further. 

 

If, however, your child normally has a packed lunch but 

would like to have a school Christmas lunch, we have sent 

home information on how you may order and pay for the 

special festive meal. This must be done by 1st November. 

 

Our mouths are already watering at the prospect of this 

delicious menu! 

 

  

Shaftesbury Park is proud to be a Healthy School. Our caterers, 

Edwards and Ward, work with nutritionists and follow all relevant 

guidelines to ensure that our menus are not only delicious but healthy 

and nutritionally balanced too. Shhhh, don’t tell the children but even 

our cakes are healthy, being made with fruit and vegetables and no 

added sugar!  
 

For more information on school meals, please contact Debra 

Stocker at the School Office. 
 



 

On the subject of healthy eating, our Healthy Schools Lead, Ms Savizon, is excited to share 

with you below the details of an exciting new resource from Change4 Life: 

 

With Autumn half-term next week, why not make some time to cook with your child or children? 

Teaching children how to cook from a young age is essential in promoting a lifetime of healthy 

eating habits. Not only do children learn to make healthy food choices, cooking also helps 

children to build confidence, learn new skills and perfect old ones (e.g. literacy skills when 

reading a recipe, maths skills when scaling measurements up or down to feed more or less 

people). It’s also lots of FUN! 
 

If you’re not sure where to start or lacking cooking confidence 

yourself, why not check out ‘Cooking Together’ from 

Change4Life. Sign up for FREE to receive 2 tasty, healthy 

recipes a week for the next four weeks, along with easy to 

follow instructions and even a ready-made shopping list of all 

the ingredients you'll need! Subscribers will also be sent handy 

tips about healthier eating and how to be food smart when out 

shopping. How great is that! 
  

Here’s a quick and easy couscous recipe to get you started: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cooktogether.change4life.co.uk/
https://cooktogether.change4life.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 
Being a Rights Respecting School means that we recognise and actively promote the rights of 

all children as enshrined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).  

 

We do this 

through displaying these 

rights throughout the 

school and referring to 

them throughout the 

day. The children even 

make their own class charters incorporating these 

rights, thinking about how they can be applied within 

school. Outside of the classroom, being a Rights 

Respecting School encourages the children not only to 

think about the world around them in order to become 

truly ‘global citizens’ but to develop the skills and 

competences that will enable them to change their 

world and make it better (the Vision of Shaftesbury 

Park). 

 

It seems only natural then, that our Rights Respecting ethos should extend this year to 

ensuring that all children develop an understanding of the following 17 interlinked Global Goals 

(officially known as the Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs): 
 

 
 

An international human 

rights treaty that sets out 

the rights of every person 

under 18 and how those 

rights should be met. 



 

Set down by World Leaders in 2015, the 17 SDGs are intended as a "blueprint to achieve a 

better and more sustainable future for all" by the year 2030, engaging governments, 

businesses, civil society and the general public  to work together in addressing topics as wide-

ranging as poverty, gender equality, education, water and sanitation, justice and climate change.  
 

We look forward to sharing with you our work on these SDGs over the coming months. 

 
Foci of the Month 

September & October 
Sustainable Development Goal Sustainable Development Goal 

  

UNCRC Article 27 
(adequate standard of living) 

UNCRC Article 19 
(protection from violence, abuse & neglect) 

 

Every child has the right to a standard of living 
that is good enough to meet their physical and 
social needs and support their development. 
Governments must help families who cannot 
afford to provide this. 

Governments must do all they can to ensure 
that children are protected from all forms of 
violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment by 
their parents or anyone else who looks after 
them. 

 
An Unexpected Visitor 

A piece of creative writing by Miss Parmenter 

 

“There’s a fox in the school.” 
 

Of all the things that Mrs Imms might have expected to hear when she answered the telephone 

in her office that lunchtime, she had certainly never in her wildest dreams expected to hear 

that. 
 

“A fox? In the school?” She asked, a note of incredulity in her voice. 
 

“Yes, a fox in the school,” replied the person at the other end of the line, clearly just as 

shocked to be saying those words as Mrs Imms was to be hearing them.  
 

Surely this was a mistake. The children were all outside, the doors all shut. There was no way 

a fox was in the building and definitely not on the first floor! But the teacher on the other end 

of the phone was very much not mistaken. A small, reddish brown fox had indeed managed to 

sneak into the school!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainability


 

 

“I wonder what it’s doing here?” thought Mrs Imms to herself as she wondered who she could 

possibly call to help with this most peculiar problem.  

 

Marvellous Ms Fox 
A piece of creative writing by Mr Fournier 

 

Nestled between the rigid, concrete structures of 

Battersea lived an adorable family of foxes. Marvellous 

Ms Fox was a magnificent, some might say rather 

extraordinary, fox. She was quick on her feet, cunning and 

courageous, whilst also the most caring mother for her 

two mischievous cubs. It was these cubs that led her to 

an unexpected adventure.  

 

As the soft, golden sun rose over Battersea Park, the cubs' stomachs grumbled like thunder. 

Marvellous Ms Fox knew she couldn't afford to sleep, she’d have to go further afield to satisfy 

their hunger. Silently and swiftly, Marvellous Ms Fox maneuverer her way through the maze-

like streets, across the rusty railway tracks and into the quiet rows of houses.  

 

All of a sudden, the sound of laughter and chatter caught her attention. People meant food. 

Quick as a flash, she darted through the parked cars and lampposts until she found the source 

of the sound. There before her, stood a beautiful, castle-like Victorian building filled with 

happy children playing games. Shaftesbury Park Primary School. The smell of freshly stewed 

school dinners wafted towards her. Bingo.  

 

 

Whilst it might not have played out exactly as in the two stories above, Shaftesbury Park did 

indeed have a foxy visitor last week. Fortunately, a few brave members of staff were able to 

coax the poor fox safely out of the building and for that we are truly grateful. 

  

If the idea of a fox turning up at the school has inspired you as much as it inspired us, why not 

produce your own piece of creative writing? We’d love to hear your ‘tails’ (pun very much 

intended)!  

 

Please send any entries to jparmenter@shaftesburypark.wandsworth.sch.uk   
 

 

 

 

mailto:jparmenter@shaftesburypark.wandsworth.sch.uk


 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Please Note: 

All dates are subject to change, subject to the local COVID-19 situation and/or local and 

national restrictions. 
 

Date Event Virtual/Face to Face 

Monday 1 November  Children return to school  

Thursday 4 
November 

Diwali (4 -8 Nov) - individual class discussions  

Thursday 4 
November 

Open morning Reception 3 
Meeting and tour around school (9.30-11.00am) 

Face to face event for 
prospective Reception 
2022 parents, subject to 
the local situation. 

Tuesday 9 November Schools Climate Change Day – details TBC  

Tuesday 9 November Coffee morning (from 9.15am)                
Focus: Supporting each other 

Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Friday 12 November BBC Children in Need  

Monday 15 - 19 
November 

Anti-bullying week: Theme: ‘One Kind Word’  

Monday 15 
November 

Flu vaccinations  

Tuesday 16 
November 

International Day for Tolerance - individual class 
discussions 

 

Thursday 18 
November 

Open Morning Nursery 1 
Meeting and tour around school (9.30-11.00am) 

Face to face event for 
prospective Nursery 2022 
parents, subject to the 
local situation. 

Friday 19 November KS1 Neon Disco Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Tuesday 23 
November  

Marking Mary Seacole’s Birthday  

Thursday 25 
November  

Open Morning Nursery 2 
Meeting and tour around school (9.30-11.00am) 

Face to face event for 
prospective Nursery 2022 
parents, subject to the 
local situation. 

Monday 29 
November 

Hanukkah (28 Nov - 6 Dec) - individual class 
discussions 

 

Tuesday 30 
November 

Autumn term Parents’ Evening 1  Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Thursday 2 
December 

Open Morning Nursery 3 
Meeting and tour around school (9.30-11.00am) 

Face to face event for 
prospective Nursery 2022 
parents, subject to the 
local situation. 

Monday 6 December Cakes due in for the Great Shaftesbury Bake Off  

Monday 6 December Santa and the Elves’ Christmas Workshop – time 
TBC 

Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Tuesday 7 December Autumn term Parents’ Evening 2 Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Tuesday 7 December Great Shaftesbury Bake Off and Cake Sale, 
Tombola and Children’s Gifts (from 3.15pm) 

Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

  



 

Wednesday 8 
December 

Carols at Shaftesbury Park (from 6.30pm) Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Thursday 9 
December 

FS Nativity for parents in school (from 9.45am) Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Thursday 9 
December 

KS2 Christmas Performance at the Ascension 
Church (from 2.00pm) 

Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Friday 10 December KS1 Christmas Performance in school (from 
9.45am) 

Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Monday 13 
December  

FS Nativity in school (from 9.45am) Face to face, subject to 
the local situation. 

Wednesday 15th 
December 

Children’s Christmas lunch - TBC  

Thursday 16 
December  

Christmas parties and Santa in the afternoon 
 

 

Friday 17th 
December 

Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day –  
Finish at 2pm 

 

 

                Christmas holiday : Monday 20 December – Wednesday 5 January 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


