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Last week we were very excited to hold our Festive Festival with a visit 

from Santa, arts and crafts, tombolas, games, gifts, a fantastic raffle and the 

inaugural Carols at Shaftesbury Park. 
 

As that pesky covid-19 continues to make holding any kind of event challenging, 

we were beyond delighted to have been able to put on a series of events which 

were not only fantastic fun for children and staff alike but also has helped to 

raise £3,119.07 - a fantastic sum which we intend to put towards high-quality 

art and drama activities to be led by external providers. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to Mrs Imms 

and her team for organising the 2021 Festive Festival, as well as to everyone 

who helped out by wrapping presents, running stalls, donating items/ sourcing 

raffle prizes and coming along (when it was permitted). We really couldn’t have 

done it without you! 

 
 

https://www.shaftesburypark.wandsworth.sch.uk/


 

 

It’s not all about Christmas… 
 

Although it's beginning to feel a lot like 

Christmas, the children at Shaftesbury Park 

have been learning about the importance of 

diversity and the acceptance of other 

religions too, learning about different 

festivals of light: 
 

This half-term, the children in Leopards and 

Tigers had lots of fun learning about Diwali, 

the Hindu festival of light. They especially 

enjoyed a live lesson with their linked school 

in India (NGO Muktangan) on how to make 

Rangoli using coloured sand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Check out these awesome Rangoli made by 

children in Tigers class! 

 

The Penguin Class also had plenty of fun 

participating in a live workshop led by 

Nabhinandan Das from the London Institute of 

Vedic Education. They especially enjoyed 

looking at the traditional clothes brought in by 

Nabhi and acting out the story of Rama and 

Sita. As Hindus are typically vegetarian, Nabhi 

also kindly gave the children some cookbooks.  

(This was really interesting to the children as they had just been learning about the 

benefits of reduced meat consumption as part of our Climate Change Week - more on 

that later on).  
 

This half-term, we have also learnt all about the Jewish 

festival of light, Hanukah, with some classes even getting the 

opportunity to see real dreidels and menorahs that were 

brought in! Children in Year 1 watched the live Hanukah 

Broadcast by the Jewish Museum, during which they learned 

all about the story of Hanukah, why Jewish people celebrate 

it and even watched a live Hanukah candle lighting ceremony. 

Article 14 
(freedom of thought, belief and religion)  

 
Every child has the right to think and 
believe what they choose and also to 
practise their religion, as long as they are 
not stopping other people from enjoying 
their rights. Governments must respect the 
rights and responsibilities of parents to 
guide their child as they grow up. 

Rangoli are bright, colourful patterns 

used as signs of welcome during the 

festival of Diwali 



 

They also learnt a really fun Hanukah song so be sure to ask the Badgers and Hedgehogs 

to sing it to you!  

…but sometimes it is! 
 

The children have (unsurprisingly for this time of year) also been learning about the 

Christian festival of light, better known as Christmas! Not only have they looked at the 

symbolism of light in the story and the importance of Mary, they have also enjoyed 

researching how Christmas is celebrated around the world, presenting this information 

to each other in a really interesting assembly.  
 

Did you know, for example, that it is custom to  

have KFC for your Christmas meal in Japan? 
 

A huge well done for all your hard work this term, everyone. I look forward to seeing 

you all in the New Year!  

Best wishes, Miss Eugster 

 

Neatly segueing from religious festivals of light, 

this half-term children in KS1 had an amazing time 

at the KS1 Neon Disco, where they enjoyed party 

games, face painting, glow in the dark goodies, 

drinks and snacks and some excellent DJing by Mr 

Anderson.  

 

Many thanks to everyone who donated items for 

the disco, helped us prepare or came along on the 

night – we couldn’t have done it without you! 

 

We look forward to more social events for 

children AND PARENTS in the New Year, so watch 

this space 😊    

 

 

Here at Shaftesbury Park, we are always looking for 

creative ways to bring French language and culture into 

the classroom, so we were naturally really excited this 

half-term to be able to participate in the South Ken 

Kids Festival. 
 

Children in our Y1-6 bilingual classes not only had the 

fantastic opportunity of visiting the Ciné Lumière in 

person to see such films as ‘Le Quatuor à Cornes’, ‘Yakari’ and ‘Poly’ but also got to 

participate in an in-school workshop on the art of writing and illustrating led by living 

KS1 NEON 



 

authors Clémentine Beauvais and Delphine Renon. How amazing is that! We hope you all 

enjoyed yourselves. 

 

Shaftesbury Park Goes Green! 
 

Last academic year, Shaftesbury Park was proud to receive its Bronze Eco Schools Award, 

acknowledging our commitment to environmental education and becoming a sustainable school. 

Since then we haven’t been resting on our laurels though, oh no, our Eco Champions have been 

hard at work not only setting priorities but achieving them!  

 

During the Autumn 2 half-term, Shaftesbury Park was delighted to participate in the very first 

School’s Climate Change week which coincided with COP26 in Glasgow. This was the perfect way 

for our eco champions to get started on Priority #1, raising awareness of climate change. 

 

By wearing green, we encouraged others to think about 

climate change. We also completed activities in class 

where we looked at what climate 

change is and what causes it. Then 

we thought of things we 

could do to help and 

wrote ‘pledge leaves’ for 

our eco tree display.  

 

Doesn’t it look 

amazing?! 
 

 

 

 

Finally, at the end of the week, we listened attentively to Ben from Climate 

Ed who came to give us yet more ideas on how everyone of us, no matter how 

young or old we are, can make a difference through our choices such as:  

 

* Spreading the word about climate change * 

* Remembering the 4 Rs: Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle * 

* choosing to use walk, cycle or scoot to school if possible * 

* choosing to travel by public transport rather than in our cars * 

* putting on a jumper if we cold instead of turning up the heating * 

* cutting down on how much meat and dairy we eat (eating plant-based 

meals more often) * 

 
The most important thing we learned however, is that if we want to tackle climate change, we 
need to make sustainable changes and choices every day. To help with this our incredible eco 



 

team created an eco advent calendar (below). We hope that those of you using it have enjoyed 
making sustainable choices, learning about how you can help tackle climate change and having 
fun! 

 

 
 



 

Watch out for more from our Eco Team in the Spring 1 edition of the Shaftesbury Park 

Herald including details of a fantastic competition to design a logo to represent the team!  

 

Last minute Christmas gifts? 

Don’t forget to use easyfundraising! 
 

Remember over 4,000 shops and sites will donate 

to Shaftesbury Park Primary School for FREE 

every time you use easyfundraising to shop with 

them. This means you can support the school 

when you get your Christmas presents,  stock up 

on groceries, buy clothes, order a takeaway, 

renew your insurance policies or buy anything 

online at no extra cost to yourself!  
 

 

Sign up through the link below and not only will 

you be raising money but once you’ve signed up 

and raised £5 in donations, easyfundraising will 

give us an extra £5!  

 

It’s So Easy and Completely 

FREE. Join today  
  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/shaftesburyparkprimary/?invite=AVHZ8B&re

ferral-campaign=c2s 

 

Our easyfundraising total now stands at a huge 
 

£833.39 
 

 

 
 

PLEASE HELP US GET TO 

£1000! 
   

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=83PHcwXk&id=B5D9B5CD4AA6B7F10491AC4B888E028D27B31E2A&thid=OIP.83PHcwXkHovBnOLHJvtfDgHaEc&mediaurl=http://www.pta.org.uk/facebook/uploads/files/1/Suppliers/EF_Logo_Stacked_RGB-01.png?w%3d800&exph=300&expw=500&q=easy+fundraising+logo&simid=607994745288329542&selectedIndex=0&qpvt=easy+fundraising+logo


 

CELEBRATING KINDNESS 
 

At Shaftesbury Park, we love to celebrate all the 

achievements of our pupils. This half-term however we are 

particularly proud to be celebrating the kindness of not 

just our pupils but our whole school community.  
 

In a year that has been full of challenges affecting almost 

every facet of our school and home lives, the Shaftesbury 

Park community have shown that the best response to 

adversity is always kindness. 

Despite everything going on, the Shaftesbury Park school community have collectively 

raised over £2,500 for charities including Comic Relief, Macmillan Cancer Care, Children 

in Need, Read for Good and Save the Children in 2021. We have provided meal packs to 

support families in our school community, donated food and goods to the homeless and 

vulnerable in our local area and gifted welcome packs to refugees forced to flee their 

homes and make the perilous journey to the UK. We have provided free books and creative 

arts packs for children to take home. We have supported each other through difficult 

times, volunteered our time and skills to benefit others in our school community by helping 

with events, wrapping presents, running stalls, donating items and sourcing goods and 

prizes. We even have the prospect of parent skills group on the horizon, providing advice 

on home composting, basic sewing and mending skills, block printing, low waste living, plant-

based cooking, gardening and more. 
 

Such kindness also pervades the school more generally too. As well as being caring, helpful 

and polite (as Shaftesbury Park pupils always are), pupils continue to take an active lead 

in projects which aim to help and uplift others, whether that be by peppering the entire 

school with post-it notes bearing positive affirmations to cheer us all up (as part of the 

Be Kind Movement) or by sharing details with fellow pupils of http://freerice.com, a 

website for learning vocabulary which donates the cash equivalent of 10 grains of rice to 

the World Food Programme for every correct answer. Even as you read this, groups of 

children are working together on ideas to raise money and/ or raise awareness of a number 

of causes they feel passionately about. 
 

We are proud to be at the heart of such a wonderful community and hope that you are 

too. When we all work together for the common good, there really is no limit on what we 

can achieve so let’s all live out the Vision of Shaftesbury Park to develop children (and 

even adults) who think about their world, expand their world and change their world and 

continue making this world a kinder one. Remember, “no act of kindness, no matter how 

small, is ever wasted” (Aesop). 

It may have been World Kindness Day on Sunday 12th November but we have been 

repeatedly choosing to be kind over the whole of the last 12 months! 

http://freerice.com/


 

 

The UNCRC Articles and Sustainable 

Development Goals for November and 

December are all concerned with health 

and education: 

 
Whilst we in the UK benefit from free access to both good quality healthcare and 

education, this is sadly not the case in other parts of the world and this is a big problem, 

but why? 

 

The Importance of Good Health and Good Education Explained 
 

Health and education are often discussed together as each contributes directly to 

the other: 

 

Education provides people with 

the knowledge of how to 

prevent sickness and disease. 

 Being free from sickness and 

disease allows people to fulfil 

their learning potential. 

 

Citizens of societies founded on good health and good education are typically 

empowered with the knowledge, skills and values to live in dignity, build their lives and 

contribute to their societies, with higher levels of education shown to contribute to 

lower rates of mortality and infectious disease. All of these things allow for the 

development of society, leading to higher levels of equality, less gender and wealth 

disparities, greater life chances and often resulting in a more peaceful society. 

 

Good health and good education matter. That’s why they’re included in the SDGs – the 

"blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all". 

 

 

 
 

Article 24 guarantees the right to the best possible health and 

those aspects critical for remaining well e.g. nutritious 

food, clean water, healthcare etc. 

Article 28 guarantees the right to a free, good quality education 

Article 29 guarantees the quality of education, ensuring it helps 

children to use and develop their talents and abilities, 

as well as helping children learn how to live peacefully, 

protect the environment and respect other people. 



 

                 Now let’s go over to Ms Savizon for some tips on  

                              staying healthy this Christmas… 
 

While the holiday season is super exciting, for many of us it can also be a rather hectic 

and stressful time of year with long lists of things to organise in the run up to the big day 

leaving us exhausted by the time it finally arrives!  

 

Here are 3 top tips to help parents de-stress and enjoy this festive season: 

 

Get Some Fresh Air - Whether it’s a walk in the park or just around the block, getting 

out in the fresh air can really help with holiday stress, providing you with some much-

needed peace and quiet as well as a bit of exercise.  

 

Let Go of Expectations - At this time of year, many of us overload our schedules. The 

reality is that you can’t do it all. Pick the things that are most important to you and stick 

to them. Remember it’s okay to say no. Looking to arrange dinner with a friend? Why not 

choose a date in the New Year when things are less busy? 

 

Take Time for Yourself - Try to get into the habit of taking 10 minutes for yourself every 

day, for example by reading a book, having a bath or doing a few stretches. You can’t look 

after other people if you don’t look after yourself first. 

 

 

As we all try to be a bit more eco and cut down on food waste, why 

not try out this quick and healthy soup made from leftover Christmas 

veg and help save the planet whilst saving yourself some time! 

(Serves 4).  

 

 



 

Top Tips For Staying Safe 
Online This Christmas 

 

“How can I tell if an app is appropriate?”  

 

“How long is too long on devices?” 

“How do I start that awkward conversation 

with my child about what they are looking at 

online?” 
 

For answers to all this and more, as well as tips on keeping kids and teens safe on- and offline 
this Christmas, join LGfL on FB Live on Monday 20th December at 7.00pm. 

http://facebook.com/events/900852587457608   

 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Please Note: 

All dates are subject to change, subject to the local COVID-19 situation and/or local and 

national restrictions. 
 

Date Event Virtual/Face to Face 

Thursday 6 January Children return to school  - 

Thursday 6 January Epiphany (6th Jan) – sharing of French tradition of 

Galette des Rois in class  

- 

Tuesday 1 February Chinese New Year  - 

Friday 4 February Rosa Park’s Birthday   - 

Monday 7-11 February Children's Mental Health Week  

(Theme: Growing Together) 

Workshops to be delivered to classes by UP  

- 

Friday 11 February Last day of Spring 1 half-term  

(Children return 21st February 2022)  

- 

 

** Look out for the launch of the Tycoon Project in 

the Spring Term too! ** 

http://facebook.com/events/900852587457608

